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!  T H E  L A T E  !

F U J I K A D O 
S E N S E I

R E V E R E N D 
H O S H I N  F U J I K A D O 

passed away on March 30, 1991, 32 years ago,  
at the age of 80. He served as our minister from 1970 to 
1988 and he retired from the ministry at Senshin temple. 

Fujikado-sensei was our minister for 18 years.  
Many Senshin members learned the Nembutsu teaching 
from him and received religious influence. At this 33rd 
cycle memorial service year in memory of Fujikado- 

sensei, let us take time to remember him. 
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Fujikado-sensei was born in 1910 (Meiji 43) in Nagasaki 
prefecture as the son of a temple family. He graduated from 
Ryukoku University in Kyoto in March 1935. In the same year 
in June, he came to the United States and was assigned to Los 
Angeles Betsuin as a Kaikyoshi. He did his ministerial training 
at LA Betsuin, then he was assigned to 
Salinas Buddhist Temple in 1936. After 
serving 6 years at the Salinas temple, 
the war broke and he was sent to 
several internment camps for religious 
and community leaders, such as Camp 
Livingston in Louisiana, Santa 
Fe in New Mexico, and Crystal 
City in Texas. When the war 
ended in 1945, he served as an 
acting minister for a Buddhist 
group that consisted of pio-
neer members of the Seabrook 
Buddhist Temple in New Jersey. 
In 1947, he returned to the West 
Coast and he served at San Fran-
cisco (1947), Marysville (1948), 
Palo Alto (1955), Stockton 
(1959), LA Betsuin (1961), and 
Arizona (1965).

In 1970, Fujikado-sensei 
came to Senshin. In those days, 
most temple members lived in 
the temple vicinity, called the Seinan 
area. There were 500 children attend-
ing Dharma School, and the Issei and 
Nisei Japanese speaking members were 
very active, so we had two senseis for 
Japanese and English speakers. Before 
Fujikado-sensei came, we had Rev. 
Enryo Unno and a young Rev. Mas. 
Mas-sensei came to Senshin in 1968. 
When head minister Enryo-sensei retired 
in 1970, Fujikado-sensei was assigned 
as head minister. Mas-sensei mainly 
took care of the English speakers and 
Fujikado-sensei mainly took care of the 
Japanese speakers. However, according 
to Mas-sensei, when Fujikado-sensei 
heated up while giving a Dharma mes-
sage, he spoke with a strong Nagasaki 
accent, so people did not understand 
what he was saying; but they understood 
what he wanted to tell them and appreci-

ated his message.
A temple member told me, “I re-

member one thing he taught me was 
about the ojuzu.” He said that she 
should buy an expensive ojuzu. Not a 
cheap one. Thanks to his guidance, she 

said, “I learned how I should take care 
of my ojuzu.” If the ojuzu is expen-
sive, we take care of it and use it with 
respect. If we respect the ojuzu, we 
also respect the Buddha, Dharma and 
Sangha naturally.

Fujikado-sensei was the head minis-
ter, but he did not like such a position, 
so after several years at Senshin, he 
asked Mas-sensei to be the head minis-
ter. So before Fujikado-sensei’s re-
tirement, Mas-sensei became the head 
minister and he attended the minister's 
meetings and other temple organiza-
tion meetings. Fujikado-sensei told 
Mas-sensei “It’s great to be free from 
that position. Good luck!”

Fujikado-sensei retired in 1988 and 
lived in the Gardena area. For three 
years, he enjoyed his retirement life. He 
passed away and was born in the Pure 

Land on March 30, 1991.
When you enter the Hondo and look 

at the front wall over the Onaijin, you 
will see a nicely framed calligraphy 
of three kanjis. They read “Hikkyoe” 
which means ultimate shelter or ultimate 

reliance. It refers to Amida Bud-
dha, Pure Land, or the Dharma. 
The calligraphy wass written by 
the 23rd Monshu (head priest of 
Hongwanji), Kosho Otani.

This calligraphy was hung in 
the Hondo in the 1970s or 1980s 
by Fujikado-sensei. When Fujik-
ado-sensei went to Kyoto, he vis-
ited the Monshu at Hongwanji. At 
that time, he asked him to write 
something for Senshin and the 
Monshu accepted his request. He 
wrote “Hikkyoe”. I don’t know 
what connection Fujikado-Sensei 
had with the Monshu, but, thanks 
to him, we have a venerable cal-

ligraphy in our Hondo.
The word, Hikkyoe (the ultimate shel-

ter) appears in Shinran Shonin’s wasan:
“The light of purity is without com-

pare. When a person encounters this 
light, all bonds of karma fall away; 
So take refuge in Amida, the ultimate 
shelter.”

Shinran Shonin called Amida 
Buddha our ultimate reliance. And 
the temple, where we can learn Jodo 
Shinshu Teaching is our shelter. Thanks 
to Fujikado-sensei, we have a very 
meaningful calligraphy in our Hondo. 
Fujikado-sensei passed away 32 years 
ago, but what he has left and what he 
has taught the temple members contin-
ue to influence us.
Namoamidabutsu,  
R E V.  R Y U TA  F U R U M O T O

在の洗心の雰囲気や文化に影響をして
います。今年は藤門先生の33回忌の
年なので、先生を偲び、先生から学ん
だことを思い出してみましょう。
藤門先生は明治43年（1910）に

長崎県のお寺にお生まれになりまし
た。1935年3月、京都の龍谷大学を
卒業後、同年6月に開教使としてロサ
ンゼルス別院に来られました。ロサン
ゼルス別院でオリエンテーションなど
を終えたのち、1936年にサリナス仏
教寺院に赴任され6年間駐在されてい
ましたが、１９４２年に日米間で戦争
が始まり、戦時中はルイジアナ州のキ
ャンプ·リビングストン、ニューメキ
シコ州のサンタフェ、テキサス州のク
リスタルシティなど、宗教者や地域社
会の指導者が収監された収容所で過ご
されました。1945年に戦争が終わる
と、ニュージャージー州のシーブルッ
ク仏教会の前身となる仏教グループ
のために布教をされ、1947年、西海
岸に戻り、サンフランシスコ（1947
年）、メリスビル（1948年）、パ
ロアルト（1955年）、ストックト
ン（1959年）、ロサンゼルス別院
（1961年）、アリゾナ（1965年）
の仏教会に駐在されました。
そして1970年に藤門先生が洗心に

来られました。当時、お寺のメンバー
の多くは西南地区と呼ばれるお寺の近
辺に住んでおられ、ダルマスクールに
通う子どもたちは500名を超え、一世
と二世の日本語を話す門信徒の方も多
くおられました。それで、洗心には日
本語と英語が母語の方々それぞれに布
教できるよう、二名の先生がおられま
した。藤門先生が来られる前は、海野
円了先生と小谷先生がおられました。
小谷先生が洗心に来られたのは1968
年で、昭和45年（1970年）に円了先
生が引退され、藤門先生がヘッドミニ
スターとして洗心に赴任されました。
マス先生は主に英語を話すメンバーを

担当し、藤門先生は主に日本語を話す
メンバーを担当されていたのですが、
マス先生によると、藤門先生は法話を
されているときに熱中されると長崎弁
が強くなり、日本の人でも何を言って
いるのかわからないことがあったと言
います、けれども、言葉を超えた何か
によって、仏さまの救いのことはよく
伝わっていて、聞く人皆が喜ばれたと
いわれます。
あるお寺の方は「先生が教えてく

れたことで覚えているのは、お念珠に
ついてです。先生は、高いお念珠を買
えというのです。安物じゃなくてね。
そのおかげで、お念珠を大切に扱うこ
とを学べました。」とおっしゃって
いました。高いお念珠だと、大切に扱
い、お念珠を大切にすれば、おのずと
仏·法·僧も大切にしていくというこ
とです。
藤門先生はヘッドミニスターでし

たが、そういう立場が嫌で、洗心に来
て何年かしてから、マス先生にヘッド
ミニスターを代わってもらったそうで
す。それで、マス先生が開教使会議や
お寺のオーガニゼーションの会議に出
席されるようになりました。藤門先生
はマス先生に「ああいう面倒くさい立
場から解放されるのは素晴らしいこと
だ。がんばってね。マス先生」と冗談
まじりに言われたそうです。
藤門先生は1988年に引退され、

ガーデナ地区にお住まいになりまし
た。3年間、リタイア生活をエンジョ
イされたのち、 1991年3月30日に亡
くなり、往生されました。
本堂に入って正面を見ると、お内陣

の上部の壁に、額装された三文字の書
が掲げられています。 それは「畢竟
依（ひっきょうえ）」と読み、究極の
よりどころ、避難所、たよりになると
ころ、という意味で、阿弥陀仏、お浄
土または仏法を意味します。 この書
は大谷光照門主（第23代）によるも

のです。
マス先生によると、この書は１９７

０年代か８０年代ころに藤門先生が日
本から持ってこられたそうです。 先
生が京都に行かれた際に、ご門主に会
いに行き、その時、「洗心寺に掲げる
ために何か書いてほしい」と頼まれた
そうです。ご門主はそのリクエスト
を受け入れてくださり、 この「畢竟
依」をしたためてくださったのです。 
藤門先生がご門主とどのようなご縁が
あったのかはわかりませんが、おかげ
で、私たちの本堂に由緒ある書が掲げ
られてあるのです。
「畢竟依」の語は親鸞聖人の和讃に

出てきます。
「清浄光明はかりなし　遇斯光のゆ

えなれば　一切の業繋ものぞこりぬ　
畢竟依を帰命せよ」
畢竟依は英語だと、究極の避難所、

究極のよりどころ、と訳されます。 
「畢竟」は「結局のところ」「最後に
は」という意味で、「依」は「頼りに
なるもの、ところ」という意味です。
「今まで、いろいろなよりどころを持
ったけど、ついに、阿弥陀さま、そし
て仏法という本当のよりどころに出遭
えることができた」という意味が込め
られています。
親鸞聖人は阿弥陀さまを畢竟依と尊

敬され、そして阿弥陀さまの救いのこ
とを聞かせていただくお寺は究極の拠
り所です。藤門先生は３２年前にお亡
くなりになりましたが、私たちや私た
ちの念仏の先輩に教えてくださったこ
とはまだ影響を与え続け、そして阿弥
陀さまや念仏、教え、お寺は私たちの
畢竟依だということを教えてくださっ
ています。

南無阿弥陀仏

藤門先生のこと
古本竜太 
藤門芳信先生は、今から32年前の１９９１年（平成3年）3月30日、80
歳でお亡くなりになり、往生の素懐をとげられました。先生は1970年
から1988年まで18年間、洗心の開教使を務めて下さいました。多くの
門信徒が藤門先生から念仏の教えを学び、その先生からのご教化が、現 
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Akahori, Ted  
Brother-in-law Kawaye, Harry

Domoto Family 
Father Domoto, Toshihiro

Hashimoto, Miwako 
Mother Nishimura, Tsuruyo

Iriye, Joji 
Mother Sakai, Mitsue

Iriye, Joji 
Nephew Sakai, Daniel

Isomoto, Glen 
Stepmother Isomoto, Kiyoko

Kato, Douglas` 
Mother Kato, Jessie

Kodani, Richard 
Mother Kodani, Motome

Koike, Alyssa Lugo 
Father Lugo, Peter

Kojima, Chikako 
Husband Kojima, George 

Kojima, Chikako 
Grandfather Takaki, Teruji

Kojima, Chikako 
Uncle Kojima, Fred

Masada, Michiko 
Father Takahashi, Toyojiro

Matayoshi, Gene & Connie 
Mother Matayoshi, Yoneko

Matsuda, Michael 
Aunt Fujikawa, Sachi

Matsuda Family 
Brother Matsuda, Manabu  
Ronnie

Matsumura, Henry 
Aunt Nakano, Kimiko

Miyamoto, Dennis 
Grandmother Kawai, Yuri

Nishida Family 
Mother Nishida, Kikuko

Nishida Family  
Grandmother Nishida, Yasuye

Nishikawa, Kelvin 
Grandmother Nishikawa, Sekiyo

Ogawa, Jerry 
Aunt Kikunaga, Shizue

Ogawa, Jerry 
Aunt Nagata, Kiyomi

Sato Family 
Mother Sato, Terry

Shimohara, Ellen 
Father Shinoda, Michio

Sonday, Reiko 
Grandfather Nimi, Kamezo

Sugano, Michiko 
Father-in-law Sugano, Takuya

Sugano, Michiko 
Grandmother-in-law Sugano, 
Tsugi

Takashima, Iris 
Grandmother Yasuda, Shige

Takashima, Iris 
Grandmother Jinde, Itsu

Takemoto, Jon 
Mother Takemoto, Chiyo

Takemoto, Jon 
Grandmother Fujiura, Osano

Tanezaki, Barbara 
Husband Tanezaki, Takashi

Toji, Suzanne 
Father Totsubo, Jack Muneo

Umemoto, Marty & Kathie 
Brother Matsuda, Manabu  
Ronnie

Ushirogata, Yukie 
Father Matsushita, Ichitaro

Usui, Aiko 
Daughter Usui, Gina

Wakinaka, Bernice 
Son Wakinaka, Mike

Yoneda, Kiyoko 
Mother Nakamura, Itono

Yoneda, Kiyoko 
Sister Iwasaki, Hatsuye

Monthly Memorial MARCH 2023 
Shotsuki Service March 5 at 10a
Seshu (Observant) 
Deceased Relation To Obervant, Deceased  

The monthly memorial service is usually held on the first Sunday of each month in 
memory of those who have passed away in that month. At the service, the list of names 
of the deceased, the person observing the memorial and the person’s relation to the 
deceased is read. The Monthly Memorial List is also published in the Prajna newslet-
ter. To have a name entered into the Monthly Memorial List, please call the office as 
names may not automatically be entered after a funeral. 

Senshin 2023Senshin Spring Ohigan  
Seminar and Ohigan Service  
Our Spring Ohigan (equinox) Seminar will take place 
on Saturday March 18 and the Ohigan service will be 
on Sunday, March 19. The guest speaker will be Rev. 
Katsuya Kusunoki, Rimban of Seattle Betsuin.

Ohigan Seminar, Saturday, March 18, 10 – 11:30a 
The Sound of the Pure Land, Go ye Nembutsu Saho
Rev. Kusunoki, Certified for Ritual and Chanting instructor of Hongwanji, 
will teach us how to chant the nembutsu and gathas in Go ye Nem-
butsu Saho. Go Ye means five notes or five speeds and Saho means 
ritual. It is said that the original melody of this Nembutsu chanting was 
composed by Hossho, a Chinese Pure Land monk in the 8th century. 
When he was in Nembutsu Samadhi practice, he saw Amida Buddha 
and learned the nembutsu with exceptional pure sounds. Let’s practice 
to chant nembutsu with the sound of the Pure Land. Rev. Kusunoki will 
teach this chanting in two sessions.  
• The first session will be online on Tuesday, March 14 and 
• the second session will be during the Ohigan Seminar on  
March 18 at the Temple. 

Ohigan Service, Sunday, March 19, 10am.
 春のお彼岸セミナー並びにお彼岸法要のご案内
3月18日（土）にお彼岸セミナーを行います。セミナーのご講師は
シアトル別院輪番の楠克也開教使です。１９日（日）はお彼岸法要
です。みなさま、お誘い合わせの上ぜひお参り下さい。

Ohigan Study Class Schedule  
We will hold Ohigan study classes via online, on: 
Tuesday March 14: Rev. Kusunoki, “Overview of Go ye Nembutsu 
Saho,”  
Wednesday, March 15: Rev. Furumoto, “Introduction and Reflection on 
Rennyo Shonin’s Gobunsho,” 
Thursday March 16: Rev. Mas Kodani, “You cannot run the temple 
like a business” 

The length of each class is about 45 minutes, from 6:30pm to 7:15pm. 

Senshin Bukkyo Gakuin Class 
Introduction and  
reflection on Rennyo  
Shonin’s Gobunsho 
March 1 & 8, Wednesday 6:30-7:15p 
Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
The classes are on-line and those who have not attend-
ed previous sessions are welcomed to join this session. 
If you have not signed up for this program before, 
please contact the temple. Those who took previous 
sessions will receive the link to join the classes.

Osoji, Sunday March 26, 9a
Our temple cleanup will be taking place on Sunday, 
March 26 at 9:00am. The temple cleanup is one of 
our important activities to deepen our understand-
ing of Buddhism, so please come to help.

Oh soh ji is a major cleanup to beautify all sec-
tions of the temple. Oh means big or major and Soh 
ji means clean up. In Buddhism, cleaning is one of 
the important practices or daily deeds. Our sur-
roundings are a reflection of our hearts and minds 
and vice versa. Cleaning outside means cleaning 
inside. When we clean up outside, we can also 
clean up in our heart and mind. To have Hanamat-
suri on April 2nd with a refreshing mind, let’s clean 
up our temple.

Southern District BEC Seminar 
Saturday, April 22, 1-3p at Senshin
Bon Odori: A uniquely  
Japanese-American tradition
Speakers: Rev. Mas Kodani,  
Ms. Bessie Tanaka, and more.
• The history and origins of Bon Odori in America.
• The religious significance of Bon Odori.
• The misnomer “Ondo” as meaning a dance.
• Bon Odori taiko as opposed to group taiko.
• Bon Odori songs in English.
• Why Kimono/Yukata/Happi?
• Avoidance of the celebration of death.
• Kangiye – The dance transcending lifedeath in 
Joyu. The strange marriage of Carnival and Bon 
Odori. Etc, etc.
To register, Email or Call temple. No fee.
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Listed are donations handled 
by the Regular Treasurer: 
Special: donation received 
with no specific reason given 
Orei: donation for use of 
temple facilities, equipment, 
etc. 
Nokotsudo: donation by 
families who have family 
cremains in the Nokotsudo 
(columbarium)
The Regular Treasurer is 
required to send receipts for 
donations of $250.00 and 
over. Receipts for all other 
donations will not be sent  
unless requested by the 
donor. 

JANUARY DONATIONS
Wendy Nagatani 

Funeral for Hannah 
Yoshitomi

Nobuko Miyamoto Donation
K. Oyama In memory of 

Mieko Oyama
Kathy Ikari Nokotsudo
Misao Tomita Nokotsudo
Diane Kawaguchi Nokotsudo
Catherine Hisamune 

Happy New Year
Keiko Kono In memory of 

Roy Nakawatase
Chikako Kojima In memory 

of Izaemon Uneda
Terry Nakawatase & Family 

Funeral for 
Roy Nakawatase

Terry Nakawatase & Family 
Use of Social Hall

Terry Nakawatase & Family 
Nokotsudo

Nick and Wendy Nagatani 
Nokotsudo

Nancy Serizawa Nokotsudo
Ron Nakawatase & Family, 
Jerry & Rose Nakawatase & 
Family, Vicki & Mike Shi-
maji, Pam Nanson & Family

In memory of  
Roy Nakawatase

Dennis & Celia Huey 
Donation

Masao Kodani Dana
Ed Ito Dana
Miki Fujimoto & 
Curtiss Rooks

In memory of  
Rev. Art Takemoto

Jon & Lynnette Takemoto 
Nokotsudo

Bob Nakamura &
Karen Ishizuka  

529 Plan
Chris & Emily Whiting 

Donation
Michiko Sugano Nokotsudo
Wilbur & Iris Takashima 

In memory of  
Roy Nakawatase

Edna Horiuchi 
In memory of Annie Lam

Shelly Okamura 
Nenju repair

Dexter & Connie Nishiyama 
1st year memorial for 
Gary Shirasago

Paula Shirasago 
1st year memorial for  
Gary Shirasago

John and Debbie Hiramoto 
1st year memorial for  
Gary Shirasago

Stanley Shimada 
1st year memorial for 
Gary Shirasago

Yosh & Lillie Miyagishima 
1st year memorial for 
Gary Shirasago

Jimmy & Patsy Matsushita 
1st year memorial for 
Gary Shirasago

Wilbur & Iris Takashima 
In memory of  
Sharon Koga

Carole Yokota  
Memorial Service for 
Sharon Koga

Neil & JoAnn Komai 
In memory of  
Sharon Koga

Ford & Terri Omori 
In memory of  
Sharon Koga

Jean Minami 
In memory of  
Sharon Koga

Kinnara 
Sharon Koga Hoji

Jill & Fred Katsuda 
In memory of  
Sharon Koga

Wendy Nagatani 
Burial Service for  
Hannah Yoshitomi

Jm Fukuhara Dyck 
In memory of  
Hannah Yoshitomi

Tamiko Tada Donation
Gayle Wong Donation
Karen Broberg & Family 

In memory of Frank Usui

Kyle Asano 
In remembrance of  
Asa Wakinaka

Dale Shirasago Dana
Mayumi Kodani Donation
Diane Trihey Dana
Koko Doami 

In memory of  
Roy Sunao Nakawatase

Ahn Montealvo Oseibo
Ellen Shimohara Oseibo
Diane Trihey Oseibo
Donna Ebata 

In memory of  
Sharon Koga

John & Debbie Hiramoto 
In memory of  
Sharon Koga

70th ANNIVERSARY /  
CAPITAL COMPAIGN 
Ronald & Fujie Ohata
Michael & Lily Yanagita

JANUARY  
FLOWER DONATION
Paula and Todd Shirasago
Marilyn Shimabukuro
James and Karen Harada
Emi Kamikawa
Ted and Julie Akahori
Kathy Ikari
Catherine Hisamune
Sumiko Hayamizu
Misao Tomita
Chikako Kojima
Jean Minami
Michiko Sugano
Mutsuo Ushirogata
Denise Kodani
Marty and Kathie Umemoto
Carole Yokota
Mark and Reiko Sonday
Doug Matsuda

JANUARY 2023 
SHOTSUKI HOYO 
Observant 
 In Memory Of

Aihara, Christine 
James Iwanaga

Akahori, Julie & Ted 
Mitsuo Akahori

Akahori, Julie & Ted 
Kiyo Higashi

Egner, May Sugano 
Aiko Sugano

Harada, James & Karen 
Mother Grace Harada

Hayamizu, Sumiko 
Mother Tsune Nakashima

Hirayama, Bruce 
Art Hirayama

Hirayama, Duane & Joy 
Art Hirayama

Hirayama, Duane & Joy 
Kanaye Saneto

Hirayama, Duane & Joy 
Roy Nakawatase

Hirayama, Kiyome 
Art Hirayama

Hisamune, Catherine 
Father Katsujiro Fujita

Ikari, Kathy 
Genichi Kato & Ruth 
Tsuboi

Kamikawa, Emi 
Glenn Kamikawa

Kawaguchi, Glenn 
& Kristine 

Art Hirayama, Satoshi & 
Kanaye Saneto       

Kodani, Richard & Denise 
Dr. James Goto

Matsuda, Doug 
Grandfather 
Junichi Akamichi

Joy Middo 
Mieko Oyama

Minami, Jean 
Tatsuo Minami

Murakami, Eugene & Elaine 
Rui Murakami

Ogawa, Craig & Cindy 
Kaoru Ogawa, Satsu Shi-
mada, Kanetaro Shimada 
& Hisayo Ogawa

Ogawa, Jerry 
Mother Kay Ogawa, 
Kanetaro Shimada, 
Hisayo Ogawa, Satsu 
Shimada

Ohata, Ronald & Fujie 
Mother Fumiko Ohata

Oyama, Bill 
Mieko Oyama

Saneto, Dana & Ann 
Kanaye Saneto

Saneto, Satomi 
Art Hirayama

Saneto, Satomi 
Kanaye Saneto

Saneto, Satomi 
Satoshi Saneto

Shimabukuro, Keith 
Fumie Shimabukuro

Shimabukuro, Marilyn &
Gilbert Leong 

Fumie Shimabukuro
Shirasago, Dale & Susan 

Sally Shirasago
Shirasago, Dale & Susan 

Gary Shirasago
Shirasago, Dale & Susan 

Glenn Shirasago
Shirasago, Paula & Todd 

Gary Shirasago
Shirasago, Paula 

Sally Shirasago
Sonday, Mark & Reiko 

Kazue Fukumoto
Sugano, Michiko 

Aiko Sugano
Takashima, Wilbur & Iris 

Hisaichi Taniguchi, Eiji 
Jinde, Hana Nakashima

Tomita, Misao 
John Tomita

Tsuboi-Wong, Nancy 
Ruth Tsuboi & Genichi 
Kato

Umemoto, Kathie & Marty 
Grandfather 
Junichi Akamichi

Ushirogata, Yukie 
Brother Bunji Matsushita

Yokota, Carole 
Hiroshi Yokota

BODHI  DAY 2022
 Anonymous
Anonymous
Madalyne Adams
Sandra & Roberto Aguilar
Christine Aihara
Ted & Julie Akahori
Jane Asahi
Don Akamine
Debra & Stan Fukawa
James & Karen Harada
Sumiko Hayamizu
Dorothy Higa
Deb & John Hiramoto
Paul Hiramoto
Catherine Hisamune
Patty Honkawa
Kenny & Joji Iriye
Denise Ishitani
Janis Ishitani
Cathy Iyemura
Emi & Wesley Kamikawa
Chikako Kojima
Richard Kok
Neil & JoAnn Komai
Doug Matsuda
Natsuko Masushige
Kazuo & Ikuko 
Matsubayashi
Loraine Matsuyama
Joy Middo
Jean Minami
Yoshio Miyagishima
Dennis & Marilyn 
Miyamoto
Garren & Stephanie  
Mizutani
Eugene & Elaine Murakami
Debra Nishida & 
Neil Hurley
Russell & Lori Nishida
Kelvin & Yoko Nishikawa
Merrie Nishisaka
Jerry Ogawa & 
Roy Natividad
Ron & Fujie Ohata
Susan Omori
Beverly Rogers

Dana & Ann Saneto
Marilyn Shimabukuro & 
Gilbert Leong
Ellen Shimohara
Reiko & Mark Sonday
Wilbur & Iris Takashima
Yo Takeyama
Bessie Tanaka
Suzanne Toji
Marty & Kathie Umemoto
Yoko Uneda
Nancy & Jim Usui
Grace Uyeshima
Bernice Wakinaka
Betty Yamashita
Qris Yamashita & 
Chris Komai
Arlene Yokoyama
Michael & Lily Yanagita
Kiyoko Yoneda
Amy Yukawa

Amazon Smile
As of February 20, 2023, 
Amazon Smile has shut 
down and will no longer 
provide donations to Senshin 
as a participating charity. 
Amazon Smile will make a 
one-time donation equiva-
lent to three-months of what 
we earned in 2022. Amazon 
will allow charities like 
Senshin to create their own 
wish lists so that people will 
be able to support Senshin. 
If and when a wish list is 
created we will send out a 
link. Thank you to all who 
have purchased products on 
Amazon Smile in support of 
the Temple. 
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Suzanne Toji (catering); Patti Honka-
wa and Kathie Umemoto (attendee 
coordination); Kathie and Marty 
Umemoto (centerpieces and donation 
of cake); Henry Matsumura (audio-vi-
sual engineering); Deb Hiramoto 
(extra BINGO cards); Jana Yokoyama 
(BWA song props); Sandra and Lee 
Aguilar (tablecloths and BINGO/raffle 
prize coordination/distribution); and 
Wilbur Takashima (BINGO caller). 
Several members donated prizes for 
BINGO and the raffle. Hope you were 
one of the lucky winners! Prizes were 
contributed by Donna Ebata, Deb and 
John Hiramoto, Patti Honkawa, Karen 
Ishizuka, Chikako Kojima, JoAnn 
Komai, Fujie Ohata, Sue Omori, Jean 
Minami, Debra Nishida and Neil Hur-
ley, Beverly Rogers, Marilyn Shima-
bukuro, Reiko Sonday, Iris Takashima, 
Kathie and Marty Umemoto, Betty 
Yamashita, Qris Yamashita, Jana and 
Arlene Yokoyama. Thank you all for 
your help, support and generous dana.

February was BWA’s toban month. 
We provided service leaders for the 

Sunday services, and donuts and 
refreshments to the Sangha in order to 
support the religious and social activi-
ties of the temple.

We’ve been so fortunate to have 
Rev Aki Rogers here at Senshin as she 
patiently awaited for the opportunity to 
go to Japan to continue her ministerial 
studies which were suddenly sidelined 
due to the pandemic. To show her our 
appreciation, several BWA members 
attended her Farewell Luncheon on 
February 19. It’s a bittersweet time as 
we say farewell, but we wish her all the 

& ANNOUNCEMENTS!
Message from the Board
Senshin is truly unique. Tradition-
al chanting, Gagaku Imperial court 
music, Bugaku traditional dancing, 
Kinnara taiko drumming, Wasabikai 
pottery, Arukukai walking club, and 
1000 oil lamps at Obon are our signa-
ture activities that sustain our mem-
bers. At our Obon we dance purely to 
commemorate our ancestors without 
the distractions of running a carnival. 
Taken together, these activities help 
create a distinct and creative place for 
people to gather.

Senshin also gives people a sense 
of belonging. Our members partici-
pate in events such as mochitsuki and 
chicken teriyaki cookout, and other 
experiences that may lead our mem-
bers to become part of each other’s 
lives. Senshin isn’t just something 
people attend once a week out of a 
sense of obligation. It’s a community 
that they gladly contribute to.

Membership in Senshin may seem 
unnecessary. Many come to temple 
and make occasional donations or per-
haps send a check through the mail. 
While this is one source for obtaining 
necessary funding, it may not lead to 
consistent support. Your membership 
builds a core of community support 
through individual commitment. 
Membership dues and various dona-
tions are necessary for Senshin to 

continue its activities and to exist. Our 
generous members see the organiza-
tion as their own and act on its behalf. 
So please fill out the Membership 
Form and continue to support your 
Senshin Temple.
In Gassho,
K O I C H I  U Y E M U R A
Board President

B W A
Senshin’s BWA welcomed in the Year 
of the Rabbit with their New Year’s 
Party on Sunday, January 29. It was 
wonderful being able to gather togeth-
er once again as we approach normal-
cy at the Temple. We were very happy 
to be able to honor 3 of our mem-
bers who are centenarians this year: 
Kiyome Hirayama, Kiyo Yoneda and 
Mat Uyeno. They were each presented 
with a ribbon lei that was made by a 
team of lei makers headed by Marilyn 
Shimabukuro. We thanked them for 
all they’ve given to Senshin and to our 
BWA and wished each of them con-
tinued good health and happiness. We 
also welcomed 3 new members: Edna 
Horiuchi, Yoko Nishikawa and Debra 
Nishida. We really look forward to 
having them in our sisterhood.

There is an abundance of thanks 
for the many people who made the 
New Year’s Party possible and such 
a success. Donna Ebata, Kathie and 
Marty Umemoto, Koichi and Linda 
Uyemura, Kelvin and Yoko Nishika-
wa, Neil and JoAnn Komai (Set-up); 

best as she leaves for Japan in March. 
We have a lot of friends and a lot of 

fun in BWA! Please join this unique 
and special group of women by con-
tacting Donna Ebata at ebatadonna@
gmail.com. 

We thank the following for their 
generous dana:
Nakawatase Family In memory of Roy 

Nakawatase
Wendy Nagatani In memory of Han-

nah Yoshitomi
Deb/John Hiramoto In memory of 

Annie Yee
Derek Lam In memory of Annie Yee
Suzanne Toji Oseibo
Deb Hiramoto Hoonko
Fujie Ohata Special

Ann Saneto Special
Ted Akahori Special
Kelvin Nishikawa Special

A B A
Thank you to everyone who joined us 
for our new year luncheon. We had a 
great turnout and enjoyed great food 
and friendship. Reminder to submit 
your $10 membership dues to Cathy 
Iyemura. 

Jr Y B A
For the month of February, the Sen-
shin Jr. Y’s participated in a variety of 
activities. After practicing together 

and meeting up with the other temples, 
the Senshin Jr's played in the Southern 
District Jr YBL's Pickleball Tourna-
ment! Besides the pickleball tourna-
ment, the Senshin Y's also attended 
Seminar 1 in San Diego, “Buddhism 
by the Border.” The seminar focused 
on connecting cultures and led the 
Y's into finalizing their planning for 
Seminar 2 in March! Seminar 2 will 
be hosted by Senshin, Oxnard, and 
Pasadena Jr. YBA members at Sen-
shin Buddhist Temple. If you have 
any questions or want to join Jr. YBA, 
please don't hesitate to contact our 
parent advisor Mrs. Juriko Yamada at 
afstue@gmail.com

Nembutsu Retreat
Our Senshin Nembutsu Retreat was 
held in-person for the first time since 
2020 on February 4 & 5 at the Palm 
Garden Hotel in Thousand Oaks. The 
retreat was led by Reverend Dr. Mark 
Unno of Eugene, OR. Since it was the 
first retreat since 2020, we were a little 
anxious about the attendance but in 
the end, we were very pleased with the 
turnout of 37 people.

Rev. Unno was pleased to have 
been invited to be our speaker saying 
that a Senshin event always “feels 
like coming home” because of his 
family’s long history with our temple. 
The event consisted of three sessions 
on Saturday and a morning session 
on Sunday. Over the course of the 
weekend Rev. Unno shared a number 
of videos with the group followed by 
short talks about their content. The 
highlight of the weekend was a “shar-
ing circle” where the microphone was 
passed to each attendee who shared a 
thought or personal experience. It was 
a deep and moving experience for all 
and was a prime example of the true 
unique value of our Senshin Nembutsu 
Retreat. The sessions were punctuat-
ed by brief breathing and meditation 
breaks that also included repeating the 
Nembutsu. It was a memorable weekend.

If you haven’t attended a Senshin 

SABA CHA SHU BAO SALE

PRE-ORDER FORM
Each bag contains 4 Bao for $10
Please Order by: Sunday, March 26, 2023

Pickup Date: Sunday, April 2, 11a – 12:30p

Number of bags  x $10.00  = $

Name:

"
Please make checks payable to SENSHIN ABA

The Senshin ABA is taking pre-orders for our famous  
CHA SHU BAO Fundraiser. We will be accepting orders 
until March 26 by email to John Hiramoto at Johnhir@msn.
com or by the cut out form below sent to:

Senshin Buddhist Temple 
1311 W 37th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007

Please email order by March 26 or mail order form in time to 
be received by deadline.

Pick up is Sunday, April 2 after Hanamatsuri Service 
between 11a-12:30p.

P L E A S E  C U T  O R  T E A R  O F F  T H E  F O R M  A N D  R E T U R N  W I T H  Y O U R  C H E C K
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Nembutsu Retreat, you are truly missing 
something special. Mark it in your calen-
dar for the beginning of February 2024.

Social Media
Instagram: Users are now able to not 
only follow accounts, but hashtags. 
You can follow #SenshinEverything and 
also tag your posts of Senshin with the 
hashtag if you'd like others to see solely 
your Senshin pics.
That's #SENSHINEVERYTHING.

You can now view the Senshin 
Google Calendar here: https://bit.ly/2G-
bhc27

If you would like to add the Senshin 
Calendar to your iPhone or iPad:
1. Launch the Settings app on your 

iPhone or iPad.
2. Tap on Mail, Contacts, Calendars.
3. Tap on Add Account...under the Mail 

section.
4. Tap on Other.
5. Tap on Add Subscribed Calendar 

under the Other section
6. Enter or copy in the following link: 

https://calendar.google.com/ 
calendar/ical/jr9b2e26vovo0a0rhht 
9kt6i0k%40group.calendar.google.
com/public/basic.ics 

SenshinBuddhistTemple

@senshinji 

@senshinji

洗心仏教会                     2023年3月
1月感謝録：   
寄付:Mayumi小谷,M小谷,E伊藤,N宮本,T多田,G.Wong　 故R中渡瀬追悼:R中渡瀬一家,J%R中渡瀬K河野,
　D.Trihey,D白砂,C&E.Whiting    V&M島地,P.Nanson Family,W&I高島,K.Doami
葬儀-故H吉富:W永谷,故R中渡瀬:中渡瀬一家 故M小山追悼:K小山
お礼:ソシャルホール使用-T中渡瀬一家, 故M児玉,E児玉追悼:N児玉
故H吉富墓地埋蔵: W永谷 故G白砂追悼:D&C西山,P白砂,J&D平本,S島田,
念珠修理:S岡村 　Y&L宮城島,J&P松下
新年お祝い:C久宗 故S古賀追悼: W&I高島,C横田,N&J駒井,F&T大森
529プラン：B中村,K石塚 　J南,J&F勝田,緊那羅
納骨堂:K猪狩,M冨田,D川口,T中渡瀬一家,N&W永谷 故I梅田追悼:C小島
　N芹沢,J&L竹本,M菅野, 故A竹本開教使追悼:M藤本／C.Rooks
故F臼井追悼:K.Broberg Family 故A.Lam追悼:E堀内
故A脇中追悼:K浅野 故H吉富追悼:J.Fukuhara Dyck 
 
3月法要スケジュル：
1日(水)   7:30pm 洗心桜祭り／緊那羅雅楽／舞楽

4日(土)  加州南部地区Jr.YBAセミナー、於：洗心寺 

5日(日)   9:45am 日本語法要 
 10am 祥月法要  
 11am 雛祭 
  理事会

8日(木)   6:30p 仏教学院(ズーム) 古本先生 

12日(日)   デイライトセイビング始まり（１時間進める） 
   8:30am 婦人会例会 
 10am 英語法話 
 11am 英語勉強会 
 11am YBA会議

14日(火)   6:30P “五会念仏作法”について: 楠活也先生

15日(水)   6:30p 蓮如上人“御文書”解説：古本先生

18日(土) 10a-11:30 春のお此岸セミナー 楠克也開教使（シアトル別院）

19日(日)   9:45am 日本語法話 楠克也開教使（シアトル別院） 
 10:00am 春のお此岸法要 
 12noon おとき ABA

26日(日) 9am-12:00 大掃除

4月1日(土)6:30pm 花御堂設置

3月法要当番：ABA
3月本堂当番：K&Y西川,S&D深川
3月お花当番: 4日J南,11日I&K松林,18日J 駒井,L赤嶺25日S.Aguilar、4/1日W&J森 
もし予定日に当番ができない時には、Iris(310-951-0160)またはitakashima@aol.comまでご連絡ください。

2月供花:T&J赤堀,M/R.Sonday,P&T白砂,M島袋,J&K原田,K猪狩,C久宗,S速水,M冨田,C小島,E上川, 
J南,M菅野,M後潟,D小谷,M&K梅本,C横田,D松田

4月の予定:2日:花祭り,30日チキン照り焼き,婦人会ホワイトエェファント／クラフト／ベイクセール

ARUKU KAI  FEBRUARY 11 ,  2023

ABA SHINNENKAI  FEBRUARY 11 ,  2023

NEMBUTSU RETREAT  FEBRUARY 3/4/5 ,  2023
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SUNDAY

  
 

5  
9a ABA Meeting  
9:30a Japanese Howa (Dharma message)  
10a Monthly Memorial Service /Shotsuki Hōyō  
11a Doll Day (Hinamatsuri Event)

12  Daylight Savings Time
8:30a BWA Reikai  
10a Family Service 
11a Jr YBA Meeting; Temple Board Meeting 
 
 
 

19  Spring Higan
9:30a Japanese Howa (Dharma message) 
10a Spring Higan Service, Rev. Katsuya  
Kusunoki (Seattle Betsuin) 
Senshin Sakura Matsuri, Kinnara Gagaku/Bugaku 
12noon Otoki: ABA

26  Osoji
9a-12noon Osoji – Temple Cleanup 
1:30p Bingo at Kei Ai 

MONDAY

 
 

6 
 
 
 

13
 
 
 
 
 
 

20  
 
 
 
 

27
 
 

TUESDAY

 
 

7  
10:30a-2p WasabiKai 
Open Studio 
 

14 
10:30a-2p WasabiKai 
Open Studio  
6:30-7:15p First 
session of Overview of 
Go Ye Nembutsu Saho, 
Rev. Kusunoki 

21
10:30a-2p WasabiKai 
Open Studio 
 
 

28
10:30a-2p WasabiKai 
Open Studio 

WEDNESDAY 

1
 
 
 

8 
6:30-7:15p Introduction and 
reflection on Rennyo Shonin’s 
Gobunsho Rev. Furumoto 

15 
6:30-7:15p Introduction and 
reflection on Rennyo Shonin’s 
Gobunsho Rev. Furumoto 
 
 
 

22
 
 
 
 

29
 
 
 

THURSDAY

2
10:30a-2p WasabiKai Open 
Studio 
7-9p Kinnara Taiko

9
10:30a-2p WasabiKai Open 
Studio 
7-9p Kinnara Taiko 

16 
10:30a-2p WasabiKai Open 
Studio 
6:30-7:15p You Cannot Run 
a Temple like a Business  
Rev. Mas Kodani 
7-9p Kinnara Taiko 

23  
10:30a-2p WasabiKai Open 
Studio 
7-9p Kinnara Taiko 
 

30
10:30a-2p WasabiKai Open 
Studio 
7-9p Kinnara Taiko

FRIDAY

3
 
 

10
 
 
 

17
 
 
 
 
 
 

24
 
 
 
 

31
 
 

SATURDAY

4 
S.D. Jr YBA Seminar at 
Senshin 

11 
 
 
 

18  
10-11:30a Spring Higan  
Seminar, The Sound of the 
Pure Land, Rev. Katsuya 
Kusunoki (Seattle Betsuin) 
 
 
 

25
 
 
 
 

April 1
Hanamido Setup 
 

MARCH TOBAN:  
Service Toban: A B A
Hondo Toban: Kelvin/Yoko Nishikawa,  
Stan/DebbiFukuwa

MARCH Onaijin Flower Toban: 
March 4 Jean Minami 
March 11 Ikuko/Kaz Matsubalyashi 
March 18 JoAnn Komai / Lynn Akamine 
March 25 Sandra Aguilar 
April 4 Wendy/Johnny MorI
(Note: If you are unable to fulfill the week you are scheduled, 
please contact Iris at (310) 951-0160 or itakashima@aol.com)

APRIL 2023 UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 2 Hanamatsuri
April 22 SD BEC Seminar: History  of Bon Odori 
April 30 Chicken Teriyaki Fundraiser, BWA White 
 Elephant and Craft and Bake Sale 


