PRAJNA

KUDOKUVIRTH

At the end of January, our Jr. YBA
co-hosted the Southern District Jr.
YBL seminar with Venice and WLA.
The Jrs. hold seminars several times
a year. The host (or co-host) temple
chooses the theme and plans an ice-
breaker, workshops, and discussion.

Due to the COVID-19 situation, the
seminar was held virtually by using
Zoom. The seminar ran smoothly and
was an enjoyable event.

The theme of the seminar was im-
pressive. They decided on “Our Vir-
tue-al Reality,” which is a timely top-
ic. I like the word “‘virtue-al.” We now
share the dharma virtually through the
internet, and for Buddhists, sharing
the virtue is one of the important prac-
tices or religious deeds.

Virtue 1s Kudoku in Japanese.
Sometimes, it is translated as merit
or merit-virtue. Virtue is a power or a
force that brings us benefits, such as
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good happenings and good results. We can accumulate kudoku,
virtue, by doing Buddhist practice and good deeds.

It is similar to studying to accumulate knowledge and to be
smart. Many high school students study hard in order to get into
a good college. If they study hard it can bring them good results

in the future. By entering college and
receiving a scholarship, they can have
a successful career.

Likewise, if we do Buddhist prac-
tice and good deeds, we would gain
virtue and we will be able to have a
better future life, such as being born in
the Pure Land or attaining Nirvana.

For some Buddhists, chanting sutra
is a popular way to accumulate virtue.
Buddhists believe that Buddha’s teach-
ing has power. The teaching guides us
in the right way of life and gives us

Lt Bameread. . | R Lot

the power to overcome the issue of our

life. Teaching has the power, so some
Buddhists believe that just by chanting
Sutra, in which
the Buddha’s
teaching is
written, they
can obtain
virtue. So in
Japan, Taiwan,
Vietnam, and
other coun- Y X,
tries, ministers, monks, and followers
chant the sutra as their daily religious
practice or ritual.

Sometimes they use a unique and
quick way to chant the sutra. Actually,

they do not chant a sutra. They just
flip the pages of the sutra and they
consider it equivalent to chanting the
sutra so that they could accumulate
the virtue.

The Mani wheel or Prayer wheel
of Tibetan Buddhists is a similar idea.
Inside of the wheel, they placed sutra
and when they turn the wheel, they
consider they chanted the sutra, and
obtain the virtue.

Younger generation Buddhists found
a speedier way. They copy the sutra

on, from a website about Buddhism

e
e

and paste it into word documents,
and save it on their computer.
Whenever they use the computer,
the hard drive’s disc is turning, very
fast and countless times, so they
consider they can obtain countless
virtues.

In Asian Buddhist countries,
more or less, they have this sort
of belief. By chanting the sutras,
they obtain virtue and it helps them to
upgrade their quality while they are
living and to be born in a better world
after their death.
But as Buddhists,
what they should
do is share the
i virtue. Not for
g8 their own sake,
but for others.
| For the benefit of
Wy .. others, they ac-
cumulate virtue and transfer and share
the virtue with others.

The Ekoku or Eko mon is chanted at
the end of sutra chanting to acknowl-
edge the sharing of virtue. Eko means
transferring the merit and Ku or mon
means verse. Depending on the de-

nomination, the verse is different. We
often use this Ekoku.

Gan Ni Shi Kudoku
Byodo Se Issai

Do Hotsu Bodaishin
Ojo Anrakkoku,

which means: “May this merit-virtue,
Be shared equally with all beings. May
we together awaken the Bodhi mind,
and be born in the realm of Serenity
and Joy.”

This was written by Master Shan-
tao, or Zendo Daishi, Chinese Pure
Land Master living in the 7th century.
In general Buddhism, by chanting
this verse, the person who chanted the
sutra transfers the virtue. But in Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism, we have a differ-
ent thought. Shinran Shonin thought
that Amida Buddha transfers virtue to
us. The reason is we are not able to ac-
cumulate enough virtue to attain birth
in the Pure Land. And he thought that,
because we receive the virtue from
Buddha, we can equally share the vir-
tue with others. Our idea is a little dif-
ferent from other Buddhism’s idea of
Eko, but sharing is emphasized which
is in common with all Buddhists.

We are still unable to gather at the
temple for services, but when you join
the service and chant sutra virtually,
please remember this idea of Ekoku,
that we all are sharing the same virtue.

Namoamidabutsu

REV. RYUTA FURUMOTO
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The monthly memorial service
is usually held on the first
Sunday of each month in
memory of those who have
passed away in that month. At
the service, the list of names
of the deceased, the person
observing the memorial and
the person’s relation to the
deceased is read. The Month-
ly Memorial List is also
published in the Prajna news-
letter. To have a name entered
into the Monthly Memorial
List, please call the office as
names may not automatically
be entered after a funeral.

Monthly Memorial MARCH

Virtual Shotsuki Service March 7 at 10a

SESHU
(OBSERVANT)

DECEASED’S RELATION
TO OBSERVANT

DECEASED

Akahori, Ted
Domoto, Lily
Hashimoto, Miwako
Ikegami, Sumiko
Inouye, Chiyo
Iriye, Joji

Iriye, Joji

Kato, Douglas
Kodani, Richard
Koike, Alyssa Lugo
Kojima, Chikako
Kojima, Chikako
Kojima, Chikako
Masada, Michiko

Matayoshi, Gene & Connie

Matsuda Family
Matsuda, Michael
Matsumura, Henry
Miyamoto, Dennis
Nakawatase, Yasuko

Brother-in-law
Husband
Mother
Father-in-law
Husband
Mother
Nephew
Mother
Mother
Father
Husband
Grandfather
Uncle

Father
Mother
Brother

Aunt

Aunt
Grandmother
Father

Nishida, Kikuko/Nishida, Russell

Nishikawa, Kelvin
Ogawa, Jerry
Ogawa, Jerry

Ota, Toshie

Sato Family
Shimohara, Ellen
Sonday, Reiko
Sugano, Michiko
Sugano, Michiko
Takashima, Iris
Takashima, Iris
Takemoto, Jon
Takemoto, Jon
Tanezaki, Barbara
Toji, Suzanne
Umemoto, Marty & Kathie
Ushirogata, Yukie
Usui, Aiko
Wakinaka, Bernice
Yoneda, Kiyoko
Yoneda, Kiyoko

Mother-in-law/Grandmother
Grandmother
Aunt

Aunt

Mother
Mother
Father
Grandfather
Father-in-law
Grandmother-in-law
Grandmother
Grandmother
Mother
Grandmother
Husband
Father
Brother
Father
Daughter
Son

Mother
Sister

Kawaye, Harry
Domoto, Toshihiro
Nishimura, Tsuruyo
Ikegami, Makitaro
Inouye, Tadao
Sakai, Mitsue
Sakai, Daniel

Kato, Jessie
Kodani, Motome
Lugo, Peter
Kojima, George
Takaki, Teruji
Kojima, Fred
Takahashi, Toyojiro
Matayoshi, Yoneko
Matsuda, Manabu Ronnie
Fujikawa, Sachi
Nakano, Kimiko
Kawai, Yuri
Kuramura, Nisuke

Nishida, Yasuye
Nishikawa, Sekiyo
Kikunaga, Shizue
Nagata, Kiyomi
Matsumura, Fuyuno
Sato, Terry
Shinoda, Michio
Nimi, Kamezo
Sugano, Takuya
Sugano, Tsugi
Yasuda, Shige
Jinde, Itsu
Takemoto, Chiyo
Fujiura, Osano
Tanezaki, Takashi
Totsubo, Jack Muneo
Matsuda, Manabu Ronnie
Matsushita, Ichitaro
Usui, Gina
Wakinaka, Mike
Nakamura, Itono
Iwasaki, Hatsuye

SPECIAL SERVICES: MARCH 2021

Spring Ohigan Seminar
and Ohigan Service

March 20 and 21, 2021

Our Spring Ohigan (equinox) Seminar will take place on Saturday
March 20, from 10:30a. The guest speaker will be Rev. Kerry Kiy-
ohara. Some people haave heard this name. Yes, Kerry Kiyohara who
grew up at Senshin became a minister several years ago, and he now
serves at Makawao Hongwanji in Maui. Kerry-sensei will be the speak-
er for the Ohigan Seminar. He will give a lecture from Maui via online.
He will be the speaker for Ohigan service on March 21. Please join

EDEMBETL the seminar and the service. If you plan to join the
S F —ifi Pt seminar, please contact the temple senshintemple@
BEEEED gmail.com or you can wait for the registration link for
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the seminar that will be sent to your email in March.

How did a sansei son-of-a-gardener become an
honor student and wannabe gangbanger in South
Central Los Angeles, then integrate an all-white
junior high school as part of affirmative action,
win a full state scholarship, flunk out of UCLA,
graduate from USC with BA and MBA degrees,
become a PR flack, creative copywriter, account
guy, regional managing director, CMO, COOQO, and
CEO of advertising agencies and start-ups in Los Angeles, Tokyo,
Beijing, Shanghai, and Honolulu, and then become an ordained
priest, overseas missionary, and temple minister in the Jodo Shinsha
Hongwanji-ha tradition of Shin Buddhism?

“The answer is always Namo Amida Butsu” —Kerry Kiyohara

Ohigan Study Class

This year, we will hold Ohigan study class via online, three days
from, Wednesday, March 17 to Friday, March 19. The length of the
class is just 25 minutes, from 6:30p to 6:55p. You can learn the basic
teaching of Buddhism. Please call or email the temple to sign up to
attend the class. If you prefer, you can wait for the registration link
for the class that will be sent to your email in March.

Creating a Vision for
Senshin’s Future

Visioning Committee Update

More than a year ago, the Senshin Board began
a visioning process. The goal is to come up with
a shared vision for our temple’s future. This
shared vision will help us to make decisions
and plan for the future. We began the visioning
work with gathering information about the tem-
ple. We produced a survey, which many of you
completed. As our next step, we will be having
small group Listening Sessions on Zoom.

We encourage you to sign up for one of the
three Listening Sessions below. Everyone’s
opinion is valuable. We will be asking you to
share; what about Senshin is important to you?
What concerns you about Senshin’s future? What
would you like to see as part of Senshin’s future?

If you prefer to speak in Japanese, the Lis-
tening Session on March 13 will include small
group discussion sessions in Japanese.

The 3 Listening Sessions are scheduled for
the following dates. Sign-up by contacting Chris
Aihara, aihara.chris@gmail.com. Sign-up for
only one session.

March 7, 11:30 — 1:30pm
March 13, 10:00 — 12:00pm
March 18, 7:00 — 9:00pm

It is our hope to complete the information
gathering and develop a report to share with
everyone before summer.

We appreciate your support and welcome
your comments/questions/suggestions.

CHRIS AIHARA

for the Visioning Committee
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Listed are donations handled by
the Regular Treasurer:

Special: donation received with no
specific reason given

Orei: donation for use of temple
facilities, equipment, etc.
Nokotsudo: donation by families
who have family cremains in the
Nokotsudo (columbarium)

The Regular Treasurer is required
to send receipts for donations of
$250.00 and over. Receipts for all
other donations will not be sent
unless requested by the donor.

JANUARY 2021 DONATIONS

DANA cont'd: MARCH 2021

JANUARY 2021 DONATIONS, cont'd

FLOWER DONATIONS

JANUARY

James & Karen Harada
Kathy Ikari,

Merrie Nishisaka,
Sumiko Hayamizu
Gary & Paula Shirasago
Jerry Ogawa

Catherine Hisamune
Emi Kamikawa

Ted & Julie Akahori
Carole Yokota

Jean Minami

Mark & Reiko Sonday
Connie Matayoshi
Chikako Kojima

FEBRUARY
Chikako Kojima
Kiyoko Isomoto

Glen & Joyce Isomoto
Marilyn Shimabukuro
Michiko Sugano
Doug Matsuda

12/31/2020 Richard & Denise Kodani Dana

01/13/2021  Aileen Hongo Nokotsudo
Edward & Helen Motokane Nokotsudo
Kathy Ikari Nokotsudo
Ted & Julie Akahori Nokotsudo
Susie Usui Nokotsudo
Gary Shirasago Nokotsudo

Miki Fujimoto, Curtiss Rooks, Mariko Rooks

Miki Fujimoto
Merrie Nishisaka
Kathy Ikari

Catherine Hisamune
Akira Takemoto

Nancy & Eileen Kodama
Susan Akiko Kirkpatrick

In memory of Rev. Art Takemoto
In memory of Hoppy Fujimoto
In memory of Yuri Nishisaka

In memory of Ruth Tsuboi &
Genichi Kato

In memory of father Katsujiro Fujita
In memory of Rev. Art Takemoto

In memory of Malcom Y. Kodama
In memory of Lily Inatomi

Miki Fujimoto, Curtiss Rooks, Mariko Rooks

Aileen Hongo

Jeanie Shimozono

Robert N. Takamoto
Edward & Helen Motokane
Dennis & Celia Huey
Gayle & Craig Wong
William Oyama

Nobuko Miyamoto

Rev. Masao Kodani

Hideo Sugita

Mask donation
Service for Michiko Ambo
Donation
Donation
Dana
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Dana

Dana

Dale Shirasago

Yas Osako

Derek Oye

Kazuo Matsubayashi
Mayumi Kodani

Edna Horiuchi

Diane Trihey

Pam Smith

Lance Nagano

Sen Sugano

Ted Akahori,

John & Deborah Hiramoto
Kazuo & Ikuko Matsubayashi
Mike & Lilly Yanagita
Suzanne Toji

Stephanie Higa

Kazuo & Ikuko Matsubayashi

Donation

Donation

In memory of Frank Usui
Donation

Donation

Covid Donation

Donation

In memory of Mieko Oyama
George Nagano's 7th cycle memorial
Donation

Joya-E

Ho-onko Seminar

70th Anniversary Fund

70th Anniversary Fund
Books & supplies

Sensei’s Auto

Sensei’s Auto

SHOTSUKI HOYO JANUARY 2021

Donor

In Memory of

01/17/2021 Fukushima Family
Satomi Saneto
Satomi Saneto
Satomi Saneto
John & Wendy Mori

Kay Fukushima memorial service
In memory of Kanaye Saneto

In memory of Art Hirayama

In memory of Satoshi Saneto
Orei

Aihara & Associates Donation
Iku Kiriyama Donation
Patricia Honkawa Covid-19 Dana
Alice Unno Dana
Rev. Mark and Megumi Unno  Dana
01/22/2021 Kathy Hirose Donation
Chikako Kojima Nokotsudo
Chikako Kojima In memory of Miyo Takaki

Norman and Marlene Lew
Gene and Connie Matayoshi

William Oyama

In memory of Norman Sugano
Nokotsudo-In memory of
Kama & Yoshiko Matayoshi

Funeral service for Mieko Oyama

Miki Fujimoto, Curtiss Rooks, Mariko Rooks

Koichi and Linda Uyemura
Gavin Fukawa

Funeral service for Ted & Mary Fujimoto

Donation
Donation

Akahori, Julie &Ted
Harada, James & Karen
Hayamizu, Sumiko
Hirayama, Bruce
Kamikawa, Emi

Kodani, Richard & Denise
Matayoshi, Connie
Matsuda, Doug

Minami, Jean

Motokane, Edward & Helen
Murakami, Eugene & Elaine
Nakawatase, Richard
Ogawa, Craig & Cindy

Ogawa, Jerry
Ogawa Family

Ohata, Ronald & Fujie

Father, Grandfather, Mitsuo Akahori
Isamu Matsumura

Mother Tsune Nakashima

Art Hirayama

Glenn & Violet Kamikawa

Dr. James Goto

Kama Matayoshi & Toshiko Matayoshi
Grandfather Junichi Akamichi
Tatsuo Minami

Eddie Motokane

Rui Murakami, Arthur Murakami
Grandfather, Nisoji Nakawatase
Kaoru Ogawa, Satsu Shimada
Kanetaro Shimada, Hisayo Ogawa
Satsu & Kanetaro Shimada,

Kaoru Ogawa, Hisayo Ogawa
Kaoru Ogawa, Satsu Shimada,
Kanetaro Shimada & Hisayo Ogawa
Mother Fumiko Ohata

Shimabukuro, Marilyn & Leong, Gilbert

Shirasago, Dale
Shirasago, Gary & Paula
Sonday, Mark & Reiko
Takashima, Wilbur & Iris

Umemoto, Kathy & Marty
Yokota, Carole

Fumie Shimabukuro

Sally Shirasago

Sally Shirasago

Kazue Fukumoto

Hisaichi Taniguchi, Fiji Jinde,
& Hana Nakashima
Grandfather Junichi Akamichi
Hiroshi Yokota

Fundraising for New
Prius for Sensei

We want to take this opportunity to let
you all know that we are beginning
our fundraising campaign to replace
Sensei’s 2010 Prius, now in its 11th
year, and approaching 150,000 miles.
The Temple Board has authorized the
purchase of a Prius V, plug in hybrid.
It has great gas mileage and com-
muting EV (electric) capabilities. If
you can, we ask that you consider a
donation towards Sensei’s replacement
car. Please send your donation to the
Temple, designating the donation as
“Prius” or “car.”

Thank you very much for your
generous support.

Vehicle Donation

This is a reminder that Senshin will
take any vehicle (car, pickup, truck,
motorcycle, and even boat) as a dona-
tion to the temple. Donors can report
the full amount of funds received from
the vehicle donation as a deduction on
their tax returns..

We work with Harold’s Car Dona-
tion Service (HCDS) to have vehicles
picked up, processed and refurbished
as necessary to bring in the highest
sale amount for the donated vehicle.

Once the proceeds from the vehicle
donation are received by Senshin, a
letter is sent to the donor to acknowl-
edge the vehicle donation. The letter
includes details of the donated vehicle
and the amount for which the vehicle
was sold or salvaged. All donors will
be acknowledged in the Prajna.

If you have any questions about the
program, or wish to donate a vehicle,
please contact either Jean Minami
(323) 938-0048, or Wilbur Takashima
(310) 398-9558.

Senshin would like to acknowledge
vehicle donations that have been
received from the following individ-
uals: Rev. Dennis Fujimoto and Craig
Ogawa.
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HOONKO 2021 DANA

Aihara, Chris

Akabhori, Julie

Akahori, Ted

Akamine, Don

Asahi, Roy

Ebata, Donna

Harada, James & Karen
Hatai, Kenneth
Hayamizu, Sumiko
Higa, Bert & Dorothy
Higa, Stephanie
Hiramoto, Deb & John
Hiramoto, Paul
Hisamune, Catherine
Hirayama, Kiyome
Hori, Robert & Kok, Richard
Iriye, Kenneth

Ishitani, Denise
Ishitani, Janis

Ishizuka, Karen & Nakamura, Bob
Isomoto, Glen & Joyce
Iyemura, Cathy
Kamikawa, Emi
Kojima, Chikako
Komai, Neil & JoAnn
Kuwata, Thomas
Masushige, Natsuko
Matsuda, Douglas
Matsuyama, Laraine
Minami, Jean

Miyagishima, Lillie
Miyamoto, Marilyn & Dennis
Mizutani, Stephanie
Murakami, Eugene & Elaine
Mori, Johnny & Wendy
Nishida, Lori

Nishikawa, Kelvin & Yoko
Nishisaka, Merrie

Ogawa, Craig & Cindy
Ogawa, Jerry

Ohata, Ron

Rogers, Beverly & Jennifer
Sakakura, Michiko

Shimabukuro, Marilyn &
Leong, Gilbert

Sonday, Mark & Reiko
Takashima, Wilbur
Tanaka, Bessie
Tanezaki, Barbara
Uneda, Yoko
Umemoto, Marty & Kathie
Usui, Jim & Nancy
Wakinaka, Bernice
Yamaguchi, Toshiko
Yamashita, Betty
Yokota, Carole
Yokoyama, Arlene
Yoneda, Kiyo

Yukawa, Amy

ADDITIONAL DANA

BODHI DAY, 2020
Iyemura, Cathy
Nakawatase, Terry & Roy
Shimohara, Ellen
Warshal, Lisa & Marc

OSEIBO, 2020

BWA

Adams, Madalyn

Hirayama, Kiyome

Ishitani, Janis

Ishizuka, Karen & Nakamura, Bob
Kuwata, Thomas

Matayoshi, Connie
Matsubayashi, Ikuko & Kazuo
Nakashima, Margaret & Alan
Nakawatase, Terry & Roy
QOda, Sachie

Segawa, James & Yuriko

Shimohara, Ellen

Takashima, Iris & Wilbur

Toji, Suzanne

Ushirogata, Yuki

Wakinaka, Vicki & Gary Asano
Warshal, Lisa & Marc
Watanabe, Marsha

SHUSHO-E, 2021
Ted Akahori

Hisamune, Catherine

Koga, Sharon

Minami, Jean

Nakawatase, Richard & Helen
Ogawa, Craig & Cindy
Ogawa, Jerry

Takashima, Wilbur & Iris
Umemoto, Kathleen & Marty
Yamashita, Richard & Joyce

Dana: Donating to
Senshin Buddhist
Temple

We want to thank you for your Dana, which goes
without needing to be said, it is generous and
much appreciated. But, we will say it anyway:
Thank you for your Dana. To make sure your
support is properly reflected, here are some
suggestions.
Clarity: Your intended reason for the donation,
if any, is important to the Board and the Sangha.
Please clearly state your intent, either on the
memo on the check, a note, or on the envelope.
Convenience: Before COVID, many of the Sangha
would deliver your Dana to the Temple. Oseibo
was in the Oseibo envelope, Ohigan in that en-
velope, etc. Today, most Sangha members place
multiple checks into one envelope. We understand
and that is fine with us. We do ask that if there
is a time sensitive matter (ABA chashu bao sale,
Obon raffle tickets, etc), please so note on the
envelope so we know to give your matter priority.
Online Dana: Having entered the 21st Century,
Senshin can now accept your Dana online. If you
go to our website, senshintemple.org, and scroll
or go to the bottom of our page, there is this little
orange oval Donate link. Under the orange Donate
link, are eye straining credit card icons. You can
donate either by credit card or Paypal. After you
enter the amount of the Dana, the next page has a
recap of your donation and a space “Add special
instructions to the Seller.” In that space you can
type your designations, Ohigan, Shotsuki Hoyo for
Ronald X., etc.

We hope this makes it easier for you to donate
to our Senshin Buddhist Temple. If it seems
too complicated, that is okay. Just do what you
always do, and we will figure it out. Thank you
again.

UPDATES: MARCH 2021

& ANNOUNCEMENTS!

Board News

Thanks to a generous donation for
the Nokotsudo from the late Yoshiko
Takeuchi’s family, a committee was
formed to upgrade the shelving in the
Nokotsudo to ensure that there will
be enough room for another gener-
ation of members and to examine
how temples in Japan and the US
manage their Nokotsudo. We started
designing the interior and reaching
out to others to learn more about their
guidelines. Please contact me if you
have information or suggestions that
we may find useful. Sensei invites you
to contact him if you want to visit the
Nokotsudo.

Work on the former Reverend’s
residence started. Our two tenants
packed their belongings and moved to
temporary housing. Then, on February
2nd, Chris McCabe’s construction
team started demolition and remov-
ing decades of old furniture. This is a
very old house and we expect a few
surprises. However, we are optimistic
that the project will go smoothly.

If you filled out a Vision Survey
last year please keep an eye out for an
invitation to participate in upcoming
Zoom-based discussion groups. Your
participation and input is needed to
help us align for the future.

Thank you once again for regular-
ly joining us on Zoom on Sundays.

2021 Membership

Please consider joining in and/or
sending a link to your grandchildren
for Aki-Sensei’s Virtual Kid’s Talk

at 9:45am. We’ll be Zooming for the
foreseeable future but look forward to
reopening when it’s safe. Please check
out senshintemple.org for the link to
Sunday services, the calendar, links
and content that might interest you.
In Gassho,

RUSSELL NISHIDA

(Last month Richard Kok was acci-
dentally left off of the 2021 Board of
Directors roster. Thank you Richard

for your contribution to Senshin and
our Board.

BWA

The warmth of Spring is finally here
to chase away the cold of winter. Take
time out to immerse yourself in the
moment as nature rejuvenates itself
along with invigorating our hearts

and minds. Though this pandemic has
lingered longer than we would all like,
I hope it’s given you the time to notice
the small things such as the colorful
blooms in your neighborhoods or time
to reconnect with family and friends
and do the things that are the most
important to you.

We welcome with warm embrace
and high fives our 2 newest members:
Lee Aguilar — our youngest member
at 10 years of age, daughter of Sandra

This is a gentle reminder that, if you have not already done so, your member-

ship renewal is both welcomed and appreciated. Please refer to the
February issue of the Prajna or senshintemple.org for the renewal form.

Aguilar (see, you are never too young
to join) and Jana Yokoyama, daughter
of Arlene Yokoyama. Thank you both
for sharing our vision and mission in
supporting our temple and community.
Thanks to our Co-Presidents Sandra

and JoAnn who represented Senshin at
the First Quarter SDBWA Meeting on
Feb 20th hosted by the Gardena BWA
Chapter.
We gratefully acknowledge the fol-
lowing generous donors for their Dana
for January:

» Karen Ishizuka Special

* JoAnn Komai Special

* Tkuko Matsubayashi Special

e Iris Takashima Special

* Ann Ogawa Special

* Debbie Hiramoto In memory of

Elso Kanagawa

Although we are not able to meet
in person, we continue to be active
behind the scenes and have become
experts in virtual meetings. Stay safe.

Gassho,
Linda Uyemura

ABA

Our thanks to the generous friends
who donated prizes for our Bingo
session on February 20. We had even
more games with Bingo Man Greg.
Best of all, though, was the oppor-
tunity to socialize with our Senshin
friends. Stay well, all.

JrYBA

Last month in February, some of our
Jrs. participated in the SD Jr. YBL
“Volleying Virtually” event. Since
we are not able to have a tournament
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and play in person, the SD Cabinet
came up with a creative way to “play”
against each other by splitting every-
one into teams and having us answer
trivia questions in order to get points
(similar to playing the actual game).
We were able to meet people from
different chapters and we had a lot

of fun participating in this event. We
are looking forward to the SD Jr YBL
Religious Retreat on March 6th, Sem-
inar 2, “The Game of Life”, hosted
by Oxnard and Pasadena on March
13th, Coast District Conference, “Toy
Story” on March 20th, and the virtual
basketball event on April 3rd as well.
If you’re a high school student and
would like to know more about Jr.
YBA, please contact Mrs. Joyce Ya-
mashita at kyokosam@aol.com. We’d
love for you to join us.

Senshin Activities
THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES CONTINUE ONLINE
Senshin Sangha Beginning Yoga

Beginner yoga classes through Zoom
and taught by Riki Aihara. Email riki.
aihara@gmail.com for more info.

Thinking Body/Moving Mind TBMM

Movement technique/exercise class
continue on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings at 9:30a via Zoom. For in-
formation please contact Young Ae at
dancejourneyhome @yahoo.com.

Aruku-Kai "Let's Walk" Club

Walking together, apart. We encourage
all Sangha members to walk, breathe
fresh air, and take in your surround-
ings. Contact Lauren.Ohata@gmail.
com for more information.

THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES
HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
Karate Club

Kinnara Gagaku/Bugaku
Classes

Kids' Taiko, Taiko, WasabhiKai
Organizational meetings

Reclaiming our Heritage

At the start of the 1940’s, Japanese nationals and their American-born children
lived in de facto segregated ethnic communities in three Pacific Coast states. In
the underlying Japanese culture that flourished in these communities, which

were largely Buddhist in religion, the performing arts were particularly promi-
nent. Buddhist temples, along with growing numbers of Christian churches, were
central gathering places-their social halls filled with traditional Japanese music,
dance, singing and poetry groups. At the same time, the second generation youth,
the Nisei, were growing up in public schools and absorbing “dominant” American
culture with their non-Japanese peers.

After December 7, 1941, the day of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, any-
thing traditionally Japanese became suspect. In the months leading up to the mass
removal of West Coast Japanese Americans into concentration camps, the FBI
investigated and arrested community leaders and teachers of Japanese culture. The
tradition of performing arts as an essential part of being truly “educated” died in
the camps. A whole generation was made to see their cultural heritage as inferior
or as a liability.

After World War 11, Japanese American communities were reborn in a more
American format and with increased numbers of Christrian converts. But starting
in the 1970’s, Nobuko Miyamoto was among the pioneering Japanese American
artists who reminded us of what had been missing in camp; a generation of adults
who sang, danced, and produced theater. At long last, we were able to recover
our performing arts. We remember and embraced the arts as the civilized activity
of expressing what cannot be expressed in any other way, and not simply as an
activity relegated to children.

In the same spirit, at Senshin Temple in Los Angeles we endeavored to reclaim
Buddhist ideas and attitudes. The temple’s relationship with Nobuko Miyamoto
continues to be a mutually benefitting, mutually educating and mutually enjoyable
journey. She was one of the first people to look at what we lost and to include it as
an important part of what she is — a crucial process for all people of non-european
heritage who have come to America. It is not a matter of pride or being ashamed of
who we are, it is only to see what is - good,bad,positive,negative,sad and joyful.

Gassho

This is an excerpt written by Rev. Mas from the liner notes from Nobuko Miyamo-
to’s newly released album "120,000 Stories" produced by Smithsonian Folkways
Recordings / non profit record label of the Smithsonian Institution, the national
museum of the United States.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
10a Virtual Yoga ~ 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class
7p Virtual Temple Board
Meeting
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
8:15a Virtual BWA Reikai 10a Virtual Yoga ~ 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class
9:30a Virtual Nokotsudo Service
9:45a Virtual Kids’ Talk
10a Virtual Monthly Memorial Service
Shotsuki Hoyo.
14 Daylight Savings Time 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:45a Virtual Kids’ Talk 10a Virtual Yoga ~ 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class 6:30-6:55p 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class 6:30-6:55p 9:30a-3:30p Virtual

10a Virtual Family Service, Rev. Masao

7p Virtual Zacankai

Virtual Ohigan Study 6:30-6:55p Virtual Ohigan Virtual Ohigan Study Spring Ohigan Seminar

Kodani, BCA Minister Emeritus Session Study Session Session Rev. Kerry Kiyohara
(Makawao Temple)

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:45a Virtual Kids’ Talk 10a Virtual Yoga ~ 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class 9:30a Virtual Exercise Class

10a Virtual Spring Ohigan Service

Rev. Kerry Kiyohara (Makawao Temple)

28 29 30 31 April 1 April 2 April 3

9:45a Dharma School message
10a Virtual Family Service

10a Virtual Yoga

9:30a Virtual Exercise Class

9:30a Virtual Exercise Class
7p Virtual Temple Board
Meeting

Sunday Service ABA

Hondo Toban Don Akamine,
Richard Yamashita, Evelyn Yoshimura,
Bruce Iwasaki

March 6 Cathy lyemura
March 13 Marilyn Miyamoto
March 20 Yoko / Kelvin Nishikawa

April 11:

March 27 Yoko / Richard Miyagawa

Senshin Hanamatsuri Service

« Virtual Yoga
« Virtual Exercise

« Taiko, Kids’ Taiko, Gagaku, Bugaku
and Karate

 Wasabi-kai

« Organization meetings

« Board and committee meetings will
be conducted virtually.



