... about Shinjin '3
On Mbnday, February 2nd, we were honored to welcome Rev.
Chiko Naito, who is ranked as Kangaku, a top scholar of Jodo ,
Shinshu Buddhism and a Professor Emeritus at Ryukoku Universi-
ty, to conduct a Gojidan (Q and A session on the teaching and

belief) at our temple. Over fifty people attended this excellent
opportunity to deepen their understanding of the Nembutsu teachinﬂ




A few weeks prior to the Gojidan, we had
a meeting to gather questions to submit
to Kangaku Naito in advance, so that we
could avoid the typical Q and A situation

where only a few people ask questions, no one asks questions or a question such
as, “How many kids do you have?”” might be asked.
Although I wrote in last month’s message, “Any question is a good question,”

and trifle questions can lead to important answers, we only had 90 minutes, so we

wanted to focus on questions on the teaching and the belief.

Our Gojidan turned out to be a really constructive session. Kangaku Naito said

he wanted to have more time so that he could answer all the questions. We were
able to learn so much and everyone enjoyed listening to the explanation of the
teaching through many impressive metaphors and stories.

The questions we asked him were as follows:

1]

Q2

03
04

a5

Q9

| cannot accept the 18th vow or stories of Amida Bud-
dha as a real story. What should | do?

Jodo Shinshu teaching sounds too much like Christi-
anity. | do not like it.

Can we practice meditation at Jodo Shinshu temples?

What is the Jodo Shinshu view on sub-consciousness
Or unconsciousness?

What is the Jodo Shinshu view on the issues of same
sex marriage, transgender or incest?

Although | have been listening the teaching, | don’t
change a bit. | know the teaching is “As you are, you
are okay,” but | think | should change in some way.

Could you teach me about one thought moment awak-
ening to Shinjin (Ichinen Kakuchi)? | heard we should
not attach to when or where | receive Shinijin.

| heard that Gojidan should be taking place on a “one

on one session” style. Since Shinjin is a very personal
matter, if we have Q and A session with other people,

we cannot go into a deeper level.

| heard that Shinjinis Buddha’s mind, so it is wrong if
| say, “I have Shinjin.” Is it true?

Q10 Reflecting on my ego thought, my gratitude is always

stained with my self-centeredness. We are often
taught Nembutsu is an expression of gratitude toward
Amida Buddha, but is it okay to recite the Nembutsu
with my egoistic gratitude?

Q11 Where is the Pure Land? Some sensei say we are born

in the Pure Land after death but other sensei say Pure
Land is here and now. Which is true?

Q12 What will be born into the Pure Land?

These are the questions Naito Kan-
gaku answered at the Gojidan. Those
people who attended the Gojidan
probably remembered the answers.

I took notes of Naito Kangaku’s
answers, but [ am not able to write all
the answers here. If you are interested
in the answers, please talk to me. At
this time, I would like to write about
the answer to the question on Shinjin
(awakening, faith, entrusting mind),
which is the essence of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism.

Kangaku Naito explained Shinjin
in a very kind and skillful manner.

He taught us that, “Shinjin is the state
of mind when we give up relying on
our ego-self power in order to be born
in the Pure Land and concurrently,
Shinjin is the mind leaving everything
to Amida Buddha.” He also added
“Although we entrust ourselves to
Amida, we, the foolish beings, cannot
know if we can be born in the Pure
Land or not.” To illustrate this, he told
a story about a devoted follower of
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

In the 18th century in Japan, there
was a devoted follower, called Shoma.
He took an affirmation ceremony, at
his main temple, Koshoji in Kyoto.
During the ceremony, he suddenly
grabbed the sleeve of the robe of the
head priest of the temple and asked,
“Hey Brother, are you ready to go to
the Pure Land?” The head priest was
very surprised at his sudden unusual
behavior, but he quickly replied to
Shoma, “How about you? Are you
sure you can be born in the Pure
Land?” Then Shoma pointed to Amida
Buddha’s statue in the altar and said,
“Don’t ask me, ask Amida.”

I heard this story many many times
but thanks to Kangaku Naito’s guid-
ance I understand the message of the
story more impressively than before.
Thanks to having this Gojidan, we can
all deepen our understanding of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism.

Namoamidabutsu

REV. RYUTA FURUMOTO
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The monthly memorial service is
usually held on the first Sunday of
each month in memory of those who
have passed away in that month. At
the service, the list of names of the
deceased, the person observing the
memorial and the person’s relation
to the deceased is read. The Monthly
Memorial List is also published in
the Prajna newsletter. To have a name
entered into the Monthly Memorial
List, please call the office as names
may not automatically be entered
after a funeral.

Monthly Memorial Service MARCH

Sunday, March 1, 2015 10:00am

SESHU
(OBSERVANT)

DECEASED’S RELATION
TO OBSERVANT

DECEASED

Akahori, Ted & Tomi
Domoto, Lily
Fujikado, Matsuye
Hashimoto, Miwako
Ikegami, Sumiko
Inouye, Chiyo

Iriye, Joji

Iriye, Joji

Kodani, Richard
Kojima, Chikako
Kojima, Chikako
Masada, Michiko
Matayoshi, Gene & Connie
Matsuda, Michael
Matsumura, Isamu
Miyamoto, Dennis
Nakawatase, Yasuko
Nishida, Kikuko
Nishikawa, Edith
Ogawa, Jerry
Ogawa, Jerry

Ota, Toshie

Sawada, Nell
Shimohara, Ellen
Sonday, Reiko
Sugano, Leo
Sugano, Leo
Takashima, Iris
Takashima, Iris
Takemoto, Chiyoko
Tanezaki, Barbara
Toji, Suzanne
Ushirogata, Yukie
Usui, Roy & Aiko
Wakinaka, Asa & Bernice
Yoneda, Kiyoko
Yoneda, Kiyoko

Brother-in-law
Husband
Husband
Mother
Father-in-law
Husband
Mother
Nephew
Mother
Husband
Grandfather
Father
Mother

Aunt

Sister
Grandmother
Father
Mother-in-law
Mother-in-law
Aunt

Aunt

Mother
Sister

Father
Grandfather
Father
Grandmother
Grandmother
Grandmother
Mother
Husband
Father

Father
Daughter
Son

Mother
Sister

Kawaye, Harry
Domoto, Toshihiro
Fujikado, Rev. Hoshin
Nishimura, Tsuruyo
Ikegami, Makitaro
Inouye, Tadao
Sakai, Mitsue
Sakai, Daniel
Kodani, Motome
Kojima, George
Takaki, Teruji
Takahashi, Toyojiro
Matayoshi, Yoneko
Fujikawa, Sachi
Nakano, Kimiko
Kawai, Yuri
Kuramura, Nisuke
Nishida, Yasuye
Nishikawa, Sekiyo
Kikunaga, Shizue
Nagata, Kiyomi
Matsumura, Fuyuno
Oshita, Amy
Shinoda, Michio
Nimi, Kamezo
Sugano, Takuya
Sugano, Tsugi
Yasuda, Shige
Jinde, Itsu

Fujiura, Osano
Tanezaki, Takashi
Totsubo, Jack Muneo
Matsushita, Ichitaro
Usui, Gina
Wakinaka, Mike
Nakamura, Itono
Iwasaki, Hatsuye

Senshin Spring Ohigan Seminar

Our Spring Ohigan (equinox) Seminar will take place on Saturday March 21,
from 9:30am. The guest speakers will be Rev. Yuki Sugahara from Florin Bud-
dhist Temple and Rev. Shumyo Kojima from Zenshuji Temple in Los Angeles.
Rev. Sugahara will lecture on “The Essence of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.”

Rev. Kojima, a Soto Zen priest, will teach us “the mottainai spirit” through
his lecture on Zen meal etiquette followed by a typical lunch served at a temple
of miso soup, rice and tsukemono. We will have an opportunity to practice the
meal etiquette during the designated lunch hour as this will be our menu for
lunch. For those with dietary restrictions, please provide food for yourself that
will accommodate your restrictions. There will be a morning break with healthy
snacks.

After lunch, we will screen the film, Stories from Tohoku, a documentary
about the aftermath of Japan’s earthquake and tsunami that occurred on March
11, four years ago. The co-director of the film, Debra Nakatomi, will be present
for a Q and A session following the screening.

The Ohigan service will take place on Sunday March 22. Please come with
your family members and friends.
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Spring Ohigan Seminar,
Saturday, March 21

Speakers: Rev. Yuki Sugahara (Florin Bud-
dhist Temple) and Rev. Shumyo Kojima
, - ] — (Zenshuji in LA)
- 9:30am: Gathering £ &
Stories o
Em 9:40am: Opening Service F & D & &1

10am: Lecture 1 (English/Japanese):# % 1
10:50am: Break {K&8

=

11am: Lecture 2 (English/Japanese) &% 2
12pm: Lunch B&

1pm: Film Screening Stories from Tohoku
BRE TAh—1U—XT70OLKEIL,

2pm: Q and A with Debra Nakatomi
BENE

2:30pm: Closing Service B D &6

Spring Ohigan Service,
Sunday, March 22

Guest speaker: Rev. Yuki Sugahara
(Japanese/English)

9:30am: Japanese Study Class
10:00am: Spring Ohigan Service
11:00am: Study class / Kids’ Club
12:00pm: Otoki served by ABA



Tokonoma

This month, Mas-sensei picked a
different type of artwork for the
tokonoma in our office. They are pins
and broaches. Usually, a painting or
calligraphy on a scroll is displayed in
the rokonoma, therefore this art dis-
play is unusual, but if we can detach
ourselves from our preconception of
art, this display allows us to break our
fixed-view. It is nice to see pins and
broaches in the tokonoma.

These art crafts are meaningful to
us because they were carved from
fruit and vegetable crates by Japa-
nese American inmates imprisoned in
the internment camps during World
War 2. The pins and broaches on
display came from a temple mem-
ber who lived near the temple and
whose surname started with “Matsu.”
Mas-sensei and other old-timers could
not remember the whole name of this
person. She was in Poston where she
taught how to make the broaches. She
carved birds, coyotes and plants, prob-
ably whatever she saw at or around
the camp. They are beautiful.

This type of art can be called
Mingei-hin in Japanese, which means
handcraft or folk art. These arts are
made for daily use and the artists are
unknown. A Japanese thinker, Soetsu
Yangai (1889-1961) focused on the
aesthetics of these folk art and the
connection with the essence of Bud-
dhism.

From the end of February 1942,
120,000 Issei and Nisei were sent to
internment camps.

Namoamidabutsu

REV. RYUTA FURUMOTO

Photo caption:
The tree stump was also from Poston
camp.
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Senshin Shinran Shonin Pilgrimage Tour
Meeting on Sunday, February 22

We are planning a pilgrimage to Shinran Shonin’s historical sites in Ibaraki,
Niigata, and Kyoto in October 2015. The 8 to 10 day tour will start on Monday,
October 19, 2015. At this time, we are not sure if there will be an extension

to Okinawa after the pilgrimage. For those who are interested, please attend

a meeting on Sunday, February 22, at 12 noon. For those unable to attend the
meeting, Rev. Furumoto can be reached at the temple for information.

The tentative schedule is:

Tokyo 3 days: Visiting Temples in Ibaraki
where Shinran Shonin stayed, Tsukiji Betsuin
and others.

Niigata 1 day: Visiting Shinran Shonin sites
where he was exiled and Eshinni (his wife)
Museum.

Fukui 1 day: Visiting Yoshizaki, Rennyo Sho-
nin’s site and Eiheiji temple, Soto Zen main
temple.

Kyoto 3 days: Visiting Hongwanji, Hieizan,
birthplace, temples in Osaka and others.

On this tour, basically, we will visit temples

because the theme of this trip is to follow

Shinran Shonin’s footsteps. However, we are

also planning to visit other famous sightseeing sites and stay at an onsen hotel.
Detailed information will be presented and discussed at the meeting.
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Senshin-ji Building Fund March 2015 Update

Although the decision to postpone the
Social Hall remodeling work has been
made, we still invite those who are
interested in the plumeria plants that
are in front of the Social Hall building
to help themselves to cuttings from the
plants. If anyone is interested in the
small palms adjacent to the plumeria,
please feel free to dig one out and take
it with you.

An inquiry was made as to the
duration of the fundraising for the
remodeling project. We are planning to
stay with the original deadline of April
30, 2015, whether or not we reach
the $500,000 level. As has happened

in the past, even though the official
fundraising stops on a certain date,
the Building Fund still receives, and
gratefully accepts, any donation made
beyond that termination date.
The Board of Directors has been
immensely grateful for all the finan-
cial support that Senshin members and
friends have provided over the past year.
We look forward to the start of construc-
tion in late July following the comple-
tion of this year’s Saishin Dojo program.
The construction plans should have
been submitted to the Building and
Safety Department by the time you
receive this issue of the Prajna.

As always, we will provide updates
each month as we proceed with the de-
sign/review/approval/permitting process.

Gassho,
Wilbur Takashima

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN JANUARY:
Murakami, Eugene & Elaine
Okamoto, Tom & Ruby*

Senshin ABA

Senshin Dharma School

Toji, Bob & Suzanne

Uyeno, Matsuko**

* In memory of Taitetsu Unno
** In memory of Arthur Murakami

Senshin-ji Building Fund: Social Hall
Goal: $500,000 by April 30, 2015
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Senshin-ji Building Fund

1311 West 37th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007

Name(s)

Address

City

State Zip

Donation Amount: $

(Please make checks payable to: Senshin-ji Building Fund)

NOTE: In order to maintain compliance with
IRS policy, whenever we receive a check in the
amount of $250.00 or more, we will send an
acknowledgement letter to the donor for his/
her records. For amounts less than $250.00,
your cancelled check will serve as a receipt for
the donation. However, if you wish to have a
letter of receipt sent to you, regardless of the
donation amount, please let us know and we
will be most happy to comply.

Listed are donations handled by
the Regular Treasurer:

Special: donation received with
no specific reason given

Orei: donation for use of temple
facilities, equipment, etc.
Nokotsudo: donation by
families who have family
cremains in the Nokotsudo
(columbarium)

The Regular Treasurer is
required to send receipts for
donations of $250.00

and over. Receipts for all other
donations will not be sent unless
requested by the donor.

January 2014
Flower Donations

Ted & Tomi Akahori
Glen & Joyce Isomoto
Kiyoko Isomoto

Denise Kodani

Chikako Kojima

Kimiyo Kunitake

Gene $ Connie Matayoshi
Roy & Terry Nakawatase
Yoneko Okayama

Nell Sawada

Yo Takeuchi

Misao Tomita

Matsuko Uyeno

Mutsuo Ushirogata
Frank & Susie Usui
Kiyoko Yoneda

Hannah Yoshitomi
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1/4/2015 Shuko Yoshikami Special
Hidehiro & Kimiko Matsukawa 2015 Donation
Chikako Kojima Nokotsudo
Ed & Anne Ito In memory of Roy Otamura
Jean Minami In memory of Roy Otamura
Ted & Tomiko Akahori In memory of Roy Otamura
Mendell & Lois Spruill and Rich & Marietta Richemann
In memory of Tsuneo Muramaru
Kiyome Hirayama Nokotsudo
1/8/2015 Chiyoko Takemoto Nokotsudo, Takemoto Family
Chiyoko Takemoto In memory of father-in-law,
Toyosuke Takemoto
Chiyoko Takemoto In memory of brother-in-law,
Rev. Arthur Takemoto
James Harada Renewing wedding vows service
Andea Takemoto Reeve In honor of Rodger Takemoto &
Cynthia Takemoto
1/11/2015 Kimiyo Kunitake Get well orei
Frank & Susie Usui Nokotsudo
Kazuo & Ikuko Matsubayashi 25th memorial, Moriichi Matsubayashi
Joyce Tonooka Special
Young-Ae Park First Fruit Donation
1/18/2015 Denise Kodani, Hans Goto 25th cycle memorial, James M. Goto
1/25/2015 Aileen Hongo 7th year memorial, Michiko Ambo
Akira, Mayako Takemoto Takemoto memorial
1/31/2015 Darryl Yagi Thank you for book

Lena Murakami & Family
Diane Kawaguchi

Craig Minami

Minako Nishihara

Elaine Higa

Doris & Al Shigaki
Gilbert & Marilyn Leong
Shigeichi Shimabukuro
Keith Shimabukuro
Janice Shigaki

Edmond & Susan Young

Elso Kanagawa & Celia Huey
Lily Inatomi

Funeral of Arthur Murakami
Urns for Doris & Nat Kawaguchi
5th cycle memorial, Tatsuo Minami

1st cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

Ist cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

1st cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

Ist cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

1st cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

Ist cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

1st cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

Ist cycle memorial service,
Fumie Shimabukuro

Special
Piano tuning cost
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Senshin Temple 2015
Board of Directors

The following people have been
named to the Senshin Temple Board
for 2015:

Doug Aihara Jean Minami
Chris Aihara Satoshi Miyata
Ted Akahori Eugene Murakami
Kathy Ikari Kelvin Nishikawa
Ed Ito James Okazaki
Cathy Iyemura Nell Sawada
JoAnn Komai Mark Sonday
Neil Komai Wilbur Takashima
Sheri Lovall Denise Takehara
Doug Matsuda Frank Usui

Misao Matsuda James Usui

Henry Matsumura  Qris Yamashita
Kate Meigneux

Board members who were unable
to attend at least 6 of the 12 meetings,
according to prior agreement, are
automatically removed from the board
list. If you have been approached to
serve on the Senshin Temple Board of
Directors, and are able to attend the
minimum number of meetings for this
coming year, please contact Rev. Furu-
moto to be included on the new board.

BWA

BWA gratefully acknowledges the
following donations:
John and Debbie Hiramoto: Return
to Health
Shigeichi Shimabukuro: One year
memorial for Fumie Shimabukuro
Kiyome Hirayama: Orei
Shirasago Family: In memory of
Sally Shirasago

Next BWA Meeting: March 1st after

Study Class
We welcome all women to join

Marie Kondo. We hope to explore our
attachments and relationships to our
possessions and why it’s so difficult to
get rid of our stuff.

New titles, new authors and new
members are welcome. Contact Lilly
& Mike Yanagita (818) 956-1070,
email n7willow @gmail.com.

Membership

It’s that time again. Temple member-
ship renewal notices will be coming

the soon. Look for them in March.

BWA in 2015. If you are interested,
contact any BWA member. 2015 dues

are $10.

ABA

The ABA had a quiet February, but

in March we are busy with the Hi-

gan Luncheon and also chairing the rr.‘?l

monthly service. We also will be

taking pre-orders for our famous Cha
Shu Bao Sale. We will be packaging
and filling the orders out on April 5th
for Hanamatsuri Day pick up. If you
have any questions, please feel free to
contact any ABA member. Upcoming
event is our famous Morongo Casino

trip in April.

The ABA meeting is held the first

Sunday of every month at 9:30am

the kitchen or wherever we can meet.

Please join us.

IrYBA

The Jr’s have their next meeting on

Sunday, March 1st.

The book group will be meet- o
ing Sunday, March 15th after
Study Class. We have two

books that we will be read-

ing. First is The Awareness

of Self by Gyodo Haguri.

Second is the life-changing
magic of tidying up — the
Japanese art of declut-

tering and organizing by

Social Media

n SenshinBuddhistTemple

@\ ﬁ, @senshinji

@senshinji

in

Senshin's Annual
Chicken Teriyaki
Fundraiser: May 3

Order forms will appear in next
month’s Prajna.

i ool .o
Book GI‘OUp ﬁ L2 P - Get ready! Make

sure to place
your orders.

Tell your friends.
Don’t miss it.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara Gagaku 9:30a Exercise Class
10a Monthly Memorial Service / Shotsuki Hoyo 7:30p Temple Bd Mtg

Rev. Masao Kodani, BCA Minister Emeritus 8p Kinnara Taiko
11a Study Class / Dharma School
BWA Reikai (following Study Class)
8 Daylight Savings begins 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara Bugaku 9:30a Exercise Class
10a Family Service 8p Kinnara Taiko
11a Study Class / Kids' Taiko / Kids' Club
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Spring Higan Seminar
9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara Gagaku 9:30a Exercise Class 9:30a — 3p Spring Higan Seminar
10a Family Service 8p Kinnara Taiko Japanese / English
11a Study Class / Dharma School Rev. Yuki Sugahara, Florin Buddhist Temple

Rev. Shumyo Kojima, Zenshuji Temple

22 Spring Higan Service 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara Bugaku 9:30a Exercise Class
10a Spring Higan Service with Rev. Yuki 8p Kinnara Taiko

Sugahara, Florin Buddhist Temple
11a Study Class / Kids' Club
12noon Otoki by ABA
29 BWA Chow Mein Salel (pre-order) 30 31
9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class
10a Family Service
11a Study Class / Kids' Taiko / Kids' Club
11:30a — 1p BWA Chow Mein Sale
(Pre-order only)
MARCH TOBAN March Onaijin Flower Toban Upcoming in April All classes subject to change
Sunday Service ABA March 7  Marilyn Miyamoto, Chikako Kojima April 5 Hanamatsuri Service without notice.
Hondo Toban John Mori, Doug Aihara, March 14 Mat Uyeno, Doris Shigaki April 25 ABA Morongo Turnaround Please call a group member to
Donna Hokoda-Ebata, Qris Yamashita March 21 Lily Miyagishima, Terry Nakawatase April 26 Osoji (Temple Cleanup) confirm meeting/rehearsal.

March 28 Yoko Miyagawa, Kiyo Yoneda



Sunday, March 29, 2015 - $8 per Derson

Pick up or eat in, 11:30am — 1pm Senshin Social Hall
Pre-orders only, due March 22, 2015

Name:

2 # of servings:

[ Payment (check / cash) included
L1 will pay at pick-up
Please return to any Senshin BWA Member or drop in Senshin office BWA mail slot.

Questions or phone-in pre-orders, please contact:
Betty Yamashita, 1.562.598.2928. tbyamy@aol.com
Patti Honkawa, 1.310.625.3349, pahonkawa@gmail.com
Jean Minami, 1.323.394.9353, jeanminami@aol.com

PRE-ORDER FORM

4 Bao for $5.00
Please Order by: Sunday, March 29, 2015

| Pickup Date: Sunday, April 5, 2015, 10:30am to 12noon
Question?: Chikako Kojima (310) 516-0562

Quantity: orders of (4 Bao for $5) = $

Name:

=
()

Please make checks payable to SENSHIN ABA




