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= Asobi, Playing, Ashibina

Obon season is coming soon. From June, the temples

start their Obon dances and services. Our Obon at Senshin
will take place on Saturday, July Sth. This year, we’ll have
several new Obon dances, such as Fandango Obon, a
Japanese-Mexican fusion dance song and some traditional

Japanese folk dance songs.
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Among the new songs 1s a famous Okinawan song,
Ashibina. This song was released in 1988 by Shuken
Maekawa, a notable Okinawan folk singer. I believe that
this cheerful Okinawan song will create an atmosphere
encouraging people to join in the circle and dance.

The title of the song Ashibing means a garden or a yard in which to play. The
song is about a dance party at Ashibind. In Okinawa, they used to have a dance
party at a religious precinct called Moashibi. The song begins by stating that,

“on the night at Moashibi, I am so excited.” Then he asks everyone to join the
party and bring the taiko and sanshin (= 4R, literally “three strings” an Okinawan
musical instrument and precursor of the Japanese shamisen); he describes how
the hermit crabs and the girls both enjoy shaking their hips with the music. In the
end, he sings that Ashibina is happy place, where everyone dances with joy.

The Okinawan word Ashibina is composed of two words, Ashibi which
means asobi in mainland Japanese, means play in English and na which means
niwa, a yard or ground.

Hence, Ashibina means a playground. In the olden days, the playground
was also used as a “pray” ground to thank and ask the gods for abundant crops
and fish. It is thought that the word asobu (to play) had a close relationship with
religious thought. In Buddhism “play” means to be free of any bonds and to enjoy
saving other people. In Shoshinge, Shinran Shonin stated that those who attained
the birth in the Pure Land and become Buddhas will return to this world, the
forest of blind attachment, to play.

When they reach that lotus-held world,
They immediately realize the body of suchness or dharma-nature.
Then sporting in the forests of blind passions,
they manifest transcendent powers;
Entering the garden of birth-and-death,

they assume various forms to guide others.
(COLLECTED WORKS OF SHINRAN P.71)

In the third line of this passage, Japanese kanji asobu is translated as “sporting.”
The origin of the word “sport” is Latin and old French, “desporter” which means
play and enjoy. In the passage, “sporting” or “playing” implies to enjoy guiding
other people to be born in the Pure Land. Our world or our heart and mind is
compared to the forest of blind attachment but that is the place where the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are playing. This world filled with suffering is the
Ashibina for Amida Buddha, other Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. Wherever and
whenever we suffer, as if playing, Amida Buddha enjoys saving us.

Namoamidabutsu

REV. RYUTA FURUMOTO

JEIK“s EUE

JAPANESE DHARMA MESSAGE JUNE 2014

BADY—XUPP->TEF Uk, BWEZB2TRO6ADEANSERAE
BERBBDZITERFOEHDET, EDHLFTRER7TALSH (L)
ICHBDEBEERABBODZLERI DT, #RIFXFOTSMLIELET W,

B, BHBEXTEBRALCHFULLVWHZEROANTVWET, $FIF 7752 TE8R WS 8RB X
FYAORKEEZIVIRALVLERZIFLSO, BROGHENBREBELELEMOD ANTWVWSE LS TT, #
LCWHIDHIC, HED TEVE (HBLURB—) 1 EWSHEHDET, COBIF 1 98 8FICHIISTE
SADERESNLHDT, FETREETHRELZ—BHTY,

DEVRE) EWS501F, DT
<fTbhTWiEBEBWELREE -
THE3 "EES (5—HLV) 4
95 GO EEZZITEFDST
T, e, <D THEORE,
BICEIBREWSDTIERL,
ZDFFATIEMRICRHEZE T
D, BEPRAEXZREWVT ZRK
WRBRTHHDET,
THLOR—) EHBOSTETH
bhTtWwt, TEEVORIETY
D993k EWSEKOHIE T
FUEDXRT, ZLULTAREP=ZEK
BEL--TEEDARIVWEEILS
MmzEEENF, PRAOAUPHZ,
NOBEENERZS> THED %
BHLOIEFERWET, mEIF T
TORE, EENZERICRDIGHE
K. EVWSHBOHTAICHE > TW
£9,

DEVRE, OBREWVWSE (I HE
EETHHABTHREHNALE
KEWZHDEET., A¥T N
R lF. T RTOESHUNSE
NTERBRICERZZEZVVNE
T, PREIC THER EWSTEHN
TTCEFZFIH. EWVWTWIFIAKEY
ERIENEEICKR->-TWT, B
HEEICREEZER S WS 2&%
AUTWET,

HEEANIEEEIC TEEMMKIE
#E ANETZETRICE (BN
lcEATHBZIRLU, £EDOEIC
ADTInkERTEVWAD, ) |
EREZTICR>TWEYT, %L
CEFnicEBRcotticE->T=E
T, Z<DANEERILSICELA
TS, EWSEKRDSXTY,
MEXRESICHS, tELCERE
HBICEHICHS., EWSK3IC
BMZZAEIN, IAHTOERIL.
AEicHESNT. BEHBEEIKE
WSEBEKTY, EEBDIXTIE
otz Ex TEHMOM, T
S D0E, EHAT, BEICES
n., BiXhrzZ<. DHh5ELLIE
RZEDTEBRWRERBRNLKD
HNDIFEZREULTWET, 20D
BUOMOFT THEEZRU 5,
TfbERd ) &k, IAPEED

WBEWBRBREERD, WBWBR
FHEESH > TAREINEICEL,
EWSEKRTY,
CDZENLERITBE, FAleBIC
RRIAHEEKREVLPEDLDIEARE
IE. FAfeBlicihiEEZHZ TS
STWdEKRDS>ZENTEZE
T, FFICWPRHERETIE, FAl
S5ICEULAPRDGRE, BCAD
HEISEIDAENENSE., *
DEMEESEEFEFRFLIANEE
nEEs. &EWVWSHIREBIADIKWN
HEHZTCLEI>TWEDTY,

H. HHITMHEN. XRNNEKZEL
ETTEWAREZET, #FD2 &
EHRUVICEFICIToEES. BF
DEBIAFE. TZFhnlELdh o
fco 1 EEDONEESTT, %
NIEFMPLWESIKE, TAENILK
5,1 EE5NER-TS. TF
nigEh-ofe 1 EE5DT. X
HIFV><DLT AL, -
i EECE. TESVWS 2N
RliTniE, BEREHBEFICEED
2fTUL&L S, 1 EEPONEDT
I, TDHE. TOTHEE WAL
EBESUVWEEEICBRSNEZES
T9,

H235 & - EEDAETIMEICHE
EhAEm cHEELL LI NEVND
[, EBWETH, o FIAEK
PEREIFOECICESN DI
BDTULLD, BLoEMEEN
o< DT BL5BHEETILE
HEHZTCLEIBZDTT, £5F
ZBEMENEEI-TH, B>
ERRICE> TEEFIT R,



This month, Rev. Mas selected the
scroll, “Bodhidharma and Beauty.”
The painting dates back to the late Edo
period, about 1860’s. He purchased
this scroll in the 1960’s while he was
studying at Ryukoku University. He
paid about 10,000 yen for it when a
cup of coffee cost 100 yen. The rod
used for the weight for the scroll is
made of ivory. Needless to say, the
ivory trade was not yet banned.
Bodhidharma is often portrayed
in Zen art. Bodhidharma, in Japanese,
Daruma, was respected as the found-
er of Zen Buddhism. It is said that
in the 6th century, an Indian monk,
Bodhidharma, came to China to spread
the Zen teachings. According to the
legend, he confined himself in a Shaolin
temple and he did Zazen (Zen sitting)
facing the wall night and day for 9
years. As a result, his arms and legs
decayed. From this story, in Japanese
tradition, a Daruma toy, which has no
legs and arms, has become popular as
a symbol of perseverance and the spirit
of “never giving up.”

ANBOHEIFEIF, YAEEIREIL
nic "EBELEL T, D&
I IFRKEET1 86 OFHEICHMN
fbDT, FEINES/SKRZTHE
SNTWET96 0FERICEDN
%579, I—eAr—HKEHE
STeYEFic, 1AM bREZES
TY, HITHMOELELTEDN
TWEHBREFTTETCWVWET
N, WSETHERL, ZOYHKF
RFOEEANFELUSNTWEE
A TUT,
EEFEEICLULIRVIEEBUE
T, 1V RDOER. EE (¥
Y) IF. BORIBREELTEDN
TWET, ZFEK, AL 25
HICY>TETIHKRFICZHD,
NEBMBEICED > TR L fc
EWbhnET, EIRTIE. ZEEN
ToEE->TWEeH., FEMNKL
ToTUESTEWVWSELLHD
FIHN., TOKENS. BERDIE
BIEZETILNSADEYIES N
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Bodhidharma and Beauty

In this scroll of Daruma and a
woman in a beautiful kimono, the
woman looks like a Geisha leaning
her body to Daruma but he does not
see her. He is staring straight ahead, as
if he is sitting in front of the wall.

There are many ways to interpret
this painting. One is to see Daruma
as a symbol of enlightenment and the
Geisha as a symbol of bonno or blind
attachment. The painting expresses
the Mahayana thought of oneness,
different but the same; enlighten-
ment is blind attachment, nirvana is
samsara, form is emptiness, etc. Blind
attachment is always together with
enlightenment such as the nutrition
of the pure white lotus flower is dirty
mud. To express it, the painter lets the
beauty lean on Daruma but Daruma is
not disturbed by her. He does not even
drive her away, because he knows
they cannot be separated and they are
essentially one. Daruma is woman
and woman is Daruma.

REV. RYUTA FURUMOTO
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MONTHLY MEMORIAL SERVICE JUNE 2014

Monthly Memorial Service JUNE

Sunday, June 1, 2014 10:00am

SESHU DECEASED’S RELATION ~ DECEASED

(OBSERVANT) TO OBSERVANT
The monthly memorial service is Akahori, Ted Sister Kawaye, Katherine
usually held on the first Sunday of Enami, Mariko Mother Kuramoto, Tsutayo
each month in memory of those who Enami, Mariko Husband Enami, Frank
have passed away in that month. Hisamune, Catherine Mother Fujita, Shizuye
At the service, the list of names of Ikegami, Sumiko Mother Shigaki, Suzu
the deceased, the person observing Imamura, Kikuye Father Yoshimura, Arakichi
the memorial and the person’s relation ~ Isomoto, Kiyoko Friend Furutani, Yasuko Jean
to the deceased is read. The Monthly Kanagawa, Elso Father-in-law Kanagawa, Shuichi
Memorial List is also published in Kitayama, Glen Grandfather Kitayama, Eizaburo
the Prajna newsletter. To have a name Kunitake, Kimiyo Grandfather Yamada, Shigenosuke
entered into the Monthly Memorial Kunitake, Kimiyo Father Yamada, Masao

Kuwata, Yuriko
Matsuda, Misao
Matsumoto, Hisako
Matsumoto, Hisako
Matsumoto, Hisako
Matsumura, Isamu
Minami, Jean
Murakami, Hisako
Murakami, Yomiko
Nakawatase, Sachiko
Nakawatase, Sachiko
Nakawatase, Yasuko
Nishida, Kikuko
Nishikawa, Edith
Nishisaka, Yuriko
Nishisaka, Yuriko
Nishisaka, Yuriko
Otamura, Roy
Rogers, Beverly
Rogers, Beverly
Sato, Terry

Sugita, Hideo
Takahashi, Elaine
Takahashi, Sumji
Castellon, Josyel
Takahashi, Zen
Takashima, Wilbur
Takashima, Wilbur
Takashima, Wilbur
Takemoto, Kazumi
Takemoto, Chiyo
Takeuchi, Yo
Tanaka, Nobu
Terakawa, Alan
Terakawa, Alan
Watanabe, Marsha
Yamaguchi, Toshiko
Yoneda, Kiyoko

List, please call into the office, as
names are not automatically entered
after a funeral.

Father-in-law

Step-Mother-in-law

Mother

Father
Mother-in-law
Brother-in-law
Mother-in-law
Father
Father-in-law
Mother
Brother
Mother

Father

Mother

Father
Grandfather
Sibling

Uncle

Mother

Father

Mother

Father

Mother
Grandmother

Grandmother-in-law
Great-grandmother
Great Grandmother

Grandmother
Uncle
Mother-in-law
Mother-in-law
Son

Husband

Aunt

Mother

Father
Father-in-law
Mother-in-law

Kuwata, Kiyomatsu
Nishimoto, Rise
Matsumoto, Yaye
Matsumoto, Kyujiro
Matsumoto, Miyuki
Yamaguchi, Tetsuro
Minami, Suma
Takahashi, Hirokichi
Murakami, Shinkichi
Nakawatase, Toku
Nakawatase, Toshinobu
Kuramura, Kikue
Yamaguchi, Kinai
Yoshida, Isayo
Sanada, Yukimasa
Yamamoto, Eijiro
Baby Sanada
Takahashi, Masaichi
Nishi, Chitose
Nishi, Soichiro
Kishaba, Fusa
Sugita, Yoshiaki
Takahashi, Misuko
Takahashi, Misuko
Takahashi, Misuko
Takahashi, Misuko
Sato, Mika
Taniguchi, Hisayo
Taniguchi, Kiyoshi
Takemoto, Kanayo
Takemoto, Kanayo
Takeuchi, Alan
Tanaka, Masuo
Matsumune, Hisaye
Terakawa, Yoshiko
Imai, Akio
Yamaguchi, Kinai
Yoneda, Tsugi
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Senshin-ji Building Fund

We now have a ballpark estimate of
the costs involved in the remodeling of
the Social Hall. This estimate also in-
cludes the repair and resurfacing of the
Social Hall parking lot which has been
in a significantly deteriorated state for
the past several years.

The major aspects of the Social

Hall remodeling project itself will

include the following:

1. Refurbishing the kitchen with new
counters, sinks and cabinetry;
replacement of the two work is-
lands; replacing the existing stove/
oven unit; installing a second door
to the kitchen from the hallway;
replacing the swinging doors at the
service window; installing upgrad-
ed electrical outlets and lighting,
and installing new flooring.

2. Upgrading the existing hallway
walls, lighting and flooring.

3. Installing new restrooms to a
location closer to, and on the same
level as, the main Social Hall
space. The restrooms will be fully
compliant with ADA requirements.

4. Converting the existing restrooms
to a storage area that will also
house the upgraded electrical panel
that services the Social Hall.

5. Sanding and refinishing the hard-
wood floor of the main hall as well
as the floor of the stage.

6. The cabinetry at the back of the
stage will be remodeled, and a new
movie screen will replace the exist-
ing one that is somewhat damaged.

7. The sound system hardware will
be relocated from the stage to
Room 2 at the back of the hall.

8. Replacing all existing doors with
code compliant doors and hard-
ware. This includes the exterior
doors as well as the interior doors.

9. Existing windows will be replaced
with upgraded units.

10. Installing a new glass/metal frame
bi-folding door system that opens
directly onto the courtyard.

11. Removing the existing block wall
that separates the Social Hall from
the courtyard.

12. Installing new concrete landings
on the north, east and west sides of
the building, all with ADA com-
pliant ramps and rails. The landing
on the north side of the building
will accommodate a new entryway
into the building to satisfy building
code requirements.

13. Installing a new awning over the
eastside landing that opens to the
courtyard.

14. Refurbishing the “scout room” at
the south end of the building for use
as a new ceramic and pottery class
room and work room, including the
installation of a double door.

15. Replacement of the existing water
heater tank (that runs out of hot
water during chicken teriyaki and
mochitsuki activities) with a tank-
less water heater that will not run
short of hot water.

16. Installation of two heating and air
conditioning systems, one for the
main hall and a second one for the
kitchen. (The three existing wall
heaters in the main hall will be
removed.)

17. Upgrades to the electrical and
plumbing systems that serve the
Social Hall.

18. Installing space beneath the stage
for the storage of the tables that are
now stored in Room 2.

The proposed improvements
listed above, together with all design
costs, plans and plan checking fees,

generated a preliminary estimate of
just over $500,000. This figure will
be refined when the final construction
plans have been prepared and are
ready for submittal for review by the
Building and Safety Department. We
were hoping that most of the project
costs could be covered by the assets

in the existing Building Fund account
(that currently holds about $323,000)
with an assist from the Investment
(Zaidan) Fund. However, it was
decided that we would reactivate the
fundraising process in order to reduce
the amount that would be withdrawn
from the Zaidan Fund.

Although we hope to be ready
for the start of the construction work
in early August, we plan to run the
fundraising efforts through the end
of this year. We are setting a goal of
raising at least $100,000 by the end of
2014. If so, we would tap the Zaidan
Fund for the estimated balance of
$77,000.

The temple’s Board will be
deeply grateful for any contributions
that you are able to provide to the
Senshin-ji Building Fund.

Gassho
Wilbur Takashima

DANA / DONATIONS JUNE 2014

Listed are donations handled by the
Regular Treasurer:

Special: donation received with no
specific reason given

Orei: donation for use of temple
facilities, equipment, etc.
Nokotsudo: donation by families
who have family cremains in the
Nokotsudo (columbarium)

The Regular Treasurer is required to
send receipts for donations of $250.00
and over. Receipts for all other
donations will not be sent unless
requested by the donor.

Flower Donations
received in April

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Kikuko Nishida

Edith Nishikawa

Motoko Saneto

Yoshiko Elaine Takahashi
Yoshiko Takeuchi

Robert and Suzanne Toji
Yukie Ushirogata

Asa and Bernice Wakinaka

4/6/2014 Kevin Higa Signage for Exhibit Hall
Qris Yamashita & Doug Matsuda
Design & Installation of Signage
Edith Nishikawa Baachan 17th year
Lynn Oyanagi for Prajna
4/13/2014 Barbara Tanezaki In memory of Tak Tanezaki
Pacific Commerce Bank Raffie Tickets printing
Sumiji Takahashi, Josyel Castellon, Zen Takahashi
In memory of Komatsu Nakamura
4/20/2014 Maya & Norman Sugano  Nokotsudo, Tami Tsuji
Curtis Tsuji Nokotsudo, Tami Tsuji
Denise & Joseph Levy Nokotsudo, Tami Tsuji
Stephanie & Garren Mizutani
In memory of Grandma, Hana Unno
Asa & Bernice Wakinaka  Nokotsudo
Mamoru Kanda Nokotsudo, Paige Gleeson
Wilbur & Iris Takashima  In memory of Yoshiko Takashima
13th cycle
Yasu Nakawatase & family Shigemi Nakawatase &
Nakawatase ancestors
Yasu Nakawatase & family Donation
4/27/2014 Michael Matsuda 49th day service, Sachi Fujikawa
Sachiko Murata 49th day service, Sachi Fujikawa
Judy Masuda Lew 49th day service, Sachi Fujikawa
Neil & JoAnn Komai 1st year Memorial, Yoshito Yamada
Yoshiko Takahashi Memorial, Yoshinaru Takahashi
Yoshiko Takahashi Memorial, Komatsu Nakamura

David Fujikawa Marital Trust
Donation as requested by
the late David Fujikawa
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Reflections of Bhutan

By now, many of you will
have seen and heard Reverend
Mas’ videos and commentary
on our recent trip to Bhutan,
dubbed the Monku Monku
Tour. Opinions about our trip
seem to vary depending on
who you talk to. Although we
travelled together as a group,
we clearly experienced the
journey individually. I was
among the lucky ones with

little to monku about.

Getting to Bhutan was an
adventure in itself. We assembled
at LAX on a Thursday night to take
4 planes just to get to Guwahati in
northern India on Sunday morning.
For those of us who had been to India
before, the start of our land travel
had a familiar feel with the warm
temperature, noisy crowds on foot,
heavy traffic, and flat terrain. Near the
border, a dour official silently stamped
our visas to exit India. Then we
arrived at the border with its colorful
gate and smiling guard waving us
through to Bhutan—to another world.
Right away the architecture, the native
clothing, the Asian faces, even the

7 A

trees looked different as we entered

hills. The culture change was clear and

immediate.

In Sandrup Jongkhar our
group lunched together at a
scenic hillside hotel, then split
between two hotels for much
needed rest. Those of us who
opted for the hotel “in town”
were delighted to explore the
open air vegetable market
next door and the single main
street. Our tour purposely s i
took us to smaller towns and ST RS U IR
more remote areas so that we could times felt as if we were being shaken
see real Bhutanese life. On our brief in the 10 directions simultaneously.
walk through town we got our first It was also an exercise in trust as we
taste of the respectfully reserved shop- relied on our excellent, and charming,
drivers to ma-
neuver us safely
through the steep
. terrain and narrow
roadways.

But the
grueling travel
conditions were
the required price
to pay to experi-
ence the beautiful
landscapes, the
historic sites, the
== wonderful people,
B and the culture
- that is Bhutan.

Bhutan is a Buddhist country
where tradition is also a primary value.
Even today, Bhutanese native dress
is worn by all school children and is
required to be worn by Bhutanese
people when entering a temple or
government office. Their key historic
events and sites revolve around the
guru who introduced Buddhism to
Bhutan in the 8th century and the
many demons he subdued. Thus, most
of our visits were to religiously
significant places. Most temples we
visited were of great age and the
interiors were covered with ancient
paintings depicting the life of the
Buddha and the key guru of Bhutan.
Cases were filled with their sacred
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keepers. But we were very pleased to
have English-speaking natives ap-
proach us with questions and
conversation.

Then began our days
i of mountainous bus travel.
Don’t let the maps fool you,
the routes are even longer
and more winding than
they look. Going anywhere
entailed driving multiple
switchbacks down a moun-
tain, crossing a river, then
multiple switchbacks up the
next mountain, then the next
mountain, and the next. And
let’s not forget the bumpy road condi-
tions. Mountain roads are understand-
ably difficult to maintain. We some-
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writings and countless figurines of the Bodhi-
sattvas. Our guides sometimes had to pull back
cloth curtains to reveal the most delicate paint-

, ed walls. The age and well-preserved condition

of these intimate sacred places was amazing
and actually powerful. One could feel the
reverence and care with which they have been
attended. We took the opportunity for omairi
wherever possible, after which, in Bhutanese
practice, a monk would pour camphor-scented
water in our hands to be tasted and rubbed on
the head.

CONTINUED IN JULY PRAJNA

Illustration by Jackie Terrell. Photos by Cathy lyemura
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BWA

Thank you to everyone who donated,
helped staff and supported our
homemade dessert sale and white
elephant sale.

We will have a Yukata Workshop
for those who want to learn how
to dress in a yukata. The workshop
demonstration is open to all interested
Sangha, men and women, and will be
held on June 15th at 12noon.

BWA gratefully acknowledges the
following donations:
Barbara Tanezaki: in memory of Tak
Tanezaki
Ikuko Matsubayashi: Hanamatsuri
donation

IrYBA

Thank you to everyone for support-
ing our Hanamatsuri Bake Sale. It

was another successful sale and hope
everyone enjoyed their treats. The
proceeds from the sale will be used for
our donation to the Southern District
Endowment Fund and also towards
our upcoming events. On June 1st, the
Jr’s will be hosting the Parents’ Day
Breakfast, so please join us starting

at 8:00am. Also, on June 14th from
1:30pm, the Jr’s will be hosting the SD
Jr. YBL’s Seminar 3. The theme of this
seminar is “Leave Your Ego at the Door
and Just Dance.” The planning process
is well underway for this event.

ABA

April 26th was our trip to Morongo
and to the outlet mall shops. Although
some of us came back home a little
lighter in the wallet, we all had an
enjoyable time. Thanks to Joji and
Kenny Iriye for always making sure
that everyone has a fun time. Of
course, thanks to Greg Yee, the “Bingo
Man” for always entertaining us on
these trips. Thanks to everyone who
brought snacks to
share with
everyone on
the trip and
who supported
this event.
ABAs would
like to thank
Barbara
Tanezaki for
her donation.
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Facilities

The rolling gate on 36th Place drive-
way was hit and bent. The strong
bodies of ButsuButsuKai were able to
straighten it enough so that it can open
and close. Thank you, ButsuButsuKai!

Book Group

The Book Group will meet Sunday,
June 8th, after Study Class. The book
we will read is The Hidden Lamp:
Stories from Twenty-Five Centuries
of Awakened Women. Containing
100 short koans followed by short
commentary and a few questions,
the book is designed for the
reader to delve into the heart of
the material. Readers will share
the most meaningful ones. We
may continue this book into
summer because it is more a
journey and journal than a
standard book. Members can

. contact Ted Akahori for a

copy of the book.

Fundraising

Thank you to all of the Volunteers
who helped make for another success-
ful and tasty Chicken Teriyaki Fund-
raiser! And thanks to everyone for
ordering all those dinners!

ORGANIZATIONAL & COMMITTEE UPDATES JUNE 2014

Senshin Exhibit Hall
Opening

On Sunday, March 16, 2014, a donat-
ed collection of temple Buddha statues
was officially exhibited as part of

the Higan Equinox celebrations. Mr.
Ansho Uchima and family members
officially opened the permanent exhib-
it, immediately following the Spring
Higan Service. Longtime Senshin
member, Mr. Ansho Uchima, donated
the collection of Buddha statues in
2013 to Senshin Temple. His wife,
Rev. Jisen Yano, was from a Tendai
priestly family. The Uchimas pur-
chased Buddha statues and established
a family altar and Tendai temple in
their home.

The altar statues came from a
company based in Hong Kong. During
the Cultural Revolution in China,
Chinese Buddhist temples in southern
China were sending their statues to
Hong Kong to prevent them from
being destroyed. They were eventually
put up for sale at the time the Uchimas
were seeking to purchase Buddha
statues. The statues were purchased
and installed in the Uchima home.
After the death of his wife in 2007,
Mr. Uchima donated the statues to
Senshin Temple, where they were
officially installed on March 16, 2014

Meditation Class

On Sunday, June 22nd, we will have
a special guest speaker for an intro-
ductory meditation class. Rev. Shoshu
Hirai is a Rinzai Zen priest, from
Tokyo. His temple, Zensho-an, was
founded by the notable sword master,
Tesshu Yamaoka in the early Meiji
era. Rev. Hirai teaches Zazen and
meditation to a variety of people, Zen
priests, business people, students, his
neighborhood and the prime minister
of Japan. Please join this special class.

Social Media:
LIKE

Senshin on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/Senshin-
BuddhistTemple

FOLLOW

Senshin on Twitter and
Instagram @senshinjObon Raffle

REMINDER: Senshin Bon Odori

& Raffle_ will be July 3th.

d d J donatic ) arQ D De awaraed ¢
prizes, so if you would like to make a donation, please call Debbie
Hiramoto at (626) 232-4736 or you can leave your donation in the

Office in the Obon mailbox. Thank you for your support!

SABA

5‘ E-waste Temple

& £ Fundraiser
w%’ Saturday, May 31st
9:00 - 2:00

Senshin Buddhist Temple Parking Lot

Acceptable items:
Computers * Monitors ¢ Servers * Hard Drives
Laptops * Flat Screens * TVs * Cables
Cell Phones

Not eligible for e-waste:
Alkaline Batteries, Washers, Dryers,
Rerigerators, Air Conditioners, Microwaves.

Items will NOT be accepted hefore May 24th

Questions call or email:

John Hiramoto
714-746-7788 * johnhir@msn.com
Ken Iriye
626-607-6598 ¢ jiriye@earthlink.net




0BON

Bon Odori Toban
Bon Odori, July 5, 2014, Saturday
0BON is here once again!!!

We ask for your help and participation in this Temple Event. The Temple Organizations coordinate the different aspects
of the Obon event but need your help to make the night successful. No experience is required, only a willingness to help
and have fun. Please give me a call at (626) 289-6712 or leave this sign-up sheet in the Temple Office. If I am not home,
please leave a message and I will call you back. All are welcomed!

Please circle one or more areas you are able to help during the approximate time schedule listed below
and leave in Obon mailbox:

We hope to see everyone Saturday, July 5, 2014,
helping and having fun at Senshin’s Bon Odori.

2014 Southern District Bon Odori Schedule

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!! DATE DAY TEMPLE BON ODORI BAZAAR

June 7  Sat Arizona Buddhist Temple 6:45-9p 5-9p
Gassho, 21 Sat SunValley BuddhistTemple  7p 5-10p
Greg Yee Obon Chairperson 22 Sun SunValley BuddhistTemple  6:30p 5-9p
......................................................... 28 Sat West Covina Buddhist Temple  7p 2-9p
Morning: 8am-10am San Fernando Valley Temple p 4:30-9p
1. Set-up Yagura 29 Sun San Fernando Valley Temple 6:30p 59
2. String up Lanterns and Light bulbs Juy 5 Sat Senshin Temple 7p
3. Set up Chairs and food Booths 12 Sat Oxnard Buddhist Temple 6p 1-9p
4. Cook Somen _ Los Angeles Hongwaniji Betsuin ~ 7p 3-10p
5. Cut-up Green Onions and Kamaboko 13 Sun Los Angeles Hongwaniji Betsuin ~ 6:30p 3-9
Starting: 3pm 19 Sat Santa Barbara Buddhist Temple
1. Cook and wrap Hot Dogs Pasadena Buddhist Temple 6:30p 4-9p
2. Package Cha Shu Bao into bags Orange County Buddhist Church 7p 2-9p
3. Cook Rice Venice Hongwanji Temple 6:30p 3-9p
During Dancing Help in Booths: 5pm—-9pm 20 Sun Pasadena Buddhist Temple 6:30p 4-8:30pm
1. Selling Food and Drinks Orange County Buddhist Church 7p 2—8:30pm
2. Selling Raffle Tickets Venice Hongwanji Temple 6:30p 1-9p
3. Pass out Treats and Drinks to Guest Dancers 26 Sat WLABuddnist Temple 6:30p  5-10p S t d J I 5 2 0 1 4
4. Check Trash Cans and Restrooms Vista Buddhist Temple 6:30p 12noon-8p a u r a y, u y 9
After Dancing: 9pm—10pm Higashi Hongany Temple 6:30p 1-9p
1. BEFORE the last dance is over, go to the kitch- 2/ St DDA BRIt TEmpe 6:30p 59 . i

& Vista Buddhist Temple 6300 12n00n-8p 5:30pm Hatsubon Service
en and help Serve Somen — = .
2. After Taiko ends, help put away the chairs in the Higashi Honganji Temple C Lo 7:00pm Bon Odori
Social Hall and Clean-Up Guadalupe Buddhist Temple 3p 12noon—4p Intermission Raffle Drawing
. . August 2  Sat San Diego Buddhist Temple 6:30-8:30p 4:30-9p .
;:I;:_I:g:rntl Yagura & CleanUp Parking Area: San Luis Obispo Temple 6:300 18p 9:00pm Omairiin Hondo .
1. Help taking apart and putting away Yagura, Gardena Buddhist Temple 6p 3-10p Sento Shogon (1,000 oil lamps)
Chairs, Lanterns, Lights, and Booths. 3 Sun_Gardena Buddhist Temple 6p 2-9p Otoki
2. Close Up the Temple 9 Sat LasVegas 12:45p 11-3:30p . .
10:00pm Horaku: Kinnara Taiko

Name

Phone#

Senshin Buddhist Temple
1311 West 37th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007




Senshin-ji Picnic
Date: Sunday, August 24th

Location: Kenneth Hahn Park

4100 S. LaCienega Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90056

Burke Roche Point .
Follow road to the top of the hill.
$6.00 per car entrance fee.
Limited parking at Burke Roche Point.
There is plenty of parking along the road
that lead up to the picnic area.
There are restrooms at this picnic site.
Start of Picnic ------ 10:00 AM
Service ----- 10:30 AM

Potluck Lunch ----- 11:00 AM
Games/Entertainment ----- 12:30 PM

Burke Roche

Point Picnic Ends ----- 3:00 PM
POTLUCK ASSIGNMENTS
Last names starting with:
S A through K ----——---- Salad & Dessert
) 4 L through O ---------- Main Dish & Rice
P through Z ---------- Main Dish & Vegetable

We are asking every family to bring one six pack of can soda or juice to share.
Temple will provide water, paper goods, ice and EZ-Up tents for the luncheon.

NOTE: Please bring beach chairs or mats.
Optional: Change of clothes if you want to participate in the water games.

Questions: Contact Kelvin Nishikawa: phone (818) 957-1704 or email: nambaone@sbcglobal.net

©

Name (s)
Age of Children
Phone#

# of people

Send to Senshin Buddhist Temple (write Picnic on envelope)
1311 W. 37th St. * Los Angeles, CA 90007
or place bottom portion in the temple box.

You can also RSVP Kelvin Nishikawa: phone (818) 957-1704 or email: nambaone@sbcglobal.net

PLEASE RSVP BY AUGUST 15TH

JAPANESE UPDATES JUNE 2014
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SENSHIN-JI 2014 JUNE 2557

1311 W. 37TH STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007 Z 323 731 4617 = SENSHINTEMPLE@GMAIL.COM 48 SENSHINTEMPLE.ORG

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8a Jr. YBA Parents’ Day Breakfast 9:30a 7:30p 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Bon Odori

9:30a Japanese Study Class Exercise Class  Kinnara Gagaku  7:30p Temple Bd Mtg practice

10a Monthly Memorial Service (Shotsuki Hoy0) 8p Kinnara Taiko

11a Study Class / Dharma School

BWA Reikai (following study class)

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a 7:30p 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Bon Odori  Jr. YBA Seminar
10a Family Service with Rev. Masao Kodani (retired) Exercise Class  Kinnara Bugaku  8p Kinnara Taiko practice at Senshin
11a Study Class / Kids Taiko / Kids Club 7:30p Bon Odori

12noon Book Group practice

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:30a Japanese Study Class 7:30p Bon Odori practice 7:30p 8p Kinnara Taiko

10a Family Service June 16 thru July 11 Kinnara Gagaku

11a Study Class / Kids Taiko / Kids Club Saishin Dojo Summer 7:30p Bon Odori

12noon Yukata Workshop Dharma School practice

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:30a Japanese Study Class 7:30p Bon Odori 7:30p 8p Kinnara Taiko

10a Family Service practice Kinnara Bugaku  7:30p Bon Odori

11a Study Class: Meditation Instructions by Rev. Shoshu practice

Hirai, Zensho-an Temple, Tokyo / Dharma School

29 30

9:30a Japanese Study Class

10a Family Service

11a Study Class /Kids’ Taiko / Kids’ Club

JUNE TOBAN: June Onaijin Flower Arrangement: Upcoming in July: All classes subject to change without
Sunday Service Temple Toban June 7 Sharon Koga, Denise Kodani July5  Hatsubon Service, Bon Odori notice. Please call a group member to
Hondo Toban Kinnara Taiko June 14 Yoko Miyagawa, Kiyo Yoneda July 27 Obon Kangi-e Services confirm meeting/rehearsal.

June 21 John Hiramoto, Henry Matsumura
June 28 Pat Honkawa, Yukie Ushirogata



