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We are honored to:lrﬁangaku Naito from Japan-to Senshin

on Monday, February 2nd frem 7:00pm. Kangaku is the
highest-ranked Jodo Shinshu scholar. He will lead a Gojidan,
a Q and A session about the teaching and belief. We are fortunate
to have an opportunity to meet Naito sensei and ask any questions
about the teaching. Please join us for an interesting and informa-
tive evening.

Nowadays, not many temples hold Gojidan sessions, but two




main temples of our denomination in
Japan, Hongwanji in Kyoto and Tsukiji
Betsuin in Tokyo, hold Gojidan every
month. In these temples, Kangaku or oth-
er high-ranked scholar ministers lead the
sessions. In the local temples, Q and A ses-
sions are held at a study class or a discus-
sion group after the service; however, they
are not called Gojidan, probably as a show
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of respect to Kangaku since Gojidan
is a field of high-ranked scholars. You
might compare it to a retired number
of a professional ball player, whose
number is not repeated or worn by
other players out of respect.

However, in the olden days in
Japan, Gojidan was one of the regular
religious activities of Jodo Shinshu
temples. They usually held Gojidan
after the service and the minister or a
leader of the Dharma gathering led the
Q and A session. According to record,
when Kakunyo Shonin (a great-grand-
son of Shinran Shonin, lived in the
13th century) was the Monshu of
Hongwanji, a session to discuss and
share their thoughts after the service
was held once a month. Another record
shows that the 8th Monshu, Rennyo
Shonin strongly recommended to have
Gojidan after the service. He stated
that, “When five people listened to a
Dharma message, each person hears
differently. Share your thoughts and
tell others what you received from the
message. It will be helpful for you and
for others to understand the teaching.
(Rennyo Shonin Goichidaikikigaki).”

If you share your thoughts and ask
questions about the teaching, not only
can you deepen your understanding
but others can also learn a lot. Even if
you think your question may not relate

to Buddhism very much, you and other
people can learn something from any
question or thought.

When I was a student, I attended
a Dharma session. At first a minister
gave a talk, then we had a Q and A
session. During the session, a college
student asked a question to the minis-
ter. His question was not related to the
message that the minister delivered be-
fore the session. He asked the teacher,
“I practice Karate at my college team.
But I injured my hip, so I could not
continue practicing. I lost my dream
and I was at a loss. What should I do?”
Hearing his question, I thought, “His
question is not directly related to the
teaching. Don’t take our time to ask
such a question. Everyone knows the
answer. It is recovering from your
injury.” However, the minister kindly
responded to the college student and
said, “Oh, I’m sorry. I understand your
situation. I also got injured on my hip
when I was young.” Then he talked
about his experience to deal with his
injury connecting to the Buddhist
philosophy and posture. Further, he
demonstrated several ways of stretch-
ing that he learned from the chiro-
practor and he also gave the college
student a massage. After the session,
other people went to him and gave him
kind words to comfort him. He was
accepted by the group and made a kind
of Sanghaship. Seeing it, I reflected
on my mean thought, “I thought his
question was silly question, but I was
silly. Any question is connected to
Buddhism and helpful for everyone.”

We may hesitate to ask a question.
But if you ask, not only you but also
other people can learn something. Any
question is meaningful for everyone.
Please come to attend the Gojidan on
February 2 so we can learn together.

Namoamidabutsu

REV. RYUTA FURUMOTO
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The monthly memorial service is

usually held on the first Sunday of
each month in memory of those who
have passed away in that month. At
the service, the list of names of the
deceased, the person observing the
memorial and the person’s relation
to the deceased is read. The Monthly
Memorial List is also published in
the Prajna newsletter. To have a name
entered into the Monthly Memorial
List, please call the office as names

may not automatically be entered
after a funeral.

Monthly Memorial Service FEBRUARY

Sunday, February 1, 2015 10:00am

SESHU
(OBSERVANT)

DECEASED’S RELATION

TO OBSERVANT

DECEASED

Akahori, Ted
Akahori, Tomi
Domoto, Lily
Isomoto, Glen
Isomoto, Kiyoko
Kiyohara, Ruby
Kojima, Chikako
Kunitake, Kimiyo
Kunitake, Kimiyo

Matayoshi, Gene and Connie

Meigneux, Kate
Meigneux, Tela and Emma
Munekata, Yoko
Nagatani, Nick and Wendy
Nakamura, Bob
Nakashita, Arthur
Sakamoto, Yoshie
Sawada, Nell
Takashima, Wilbur
Takashima, Wilbur
Tanaka, Nobuko
Terakawa, Alan
Tomita, Misao
Toyama, Beverly
Ushirogata, Mutsuo
Usui, Frank

Usui, Frank

Usui, Suzuko
Uyeno, Matsuko
Uyeno, Matsuko
Uyeno, Matsuko
Wakinaka, Bernice
Wakinaka, Bernice
Yoneda, Kiyoko
Yoshioka, Karen
Yoshioka, Karen
Yoshitomi, Hannah

Sister-in-law
Mother
Sister-in-law
Father
Husband
Father-in-law
Grandmother
Husband
Uncle

Father

Mother
Grandmother
Father

Father

Mother

Father
Daughter
Brother

Great Grandfather
Great Grandfather
Mother

Father
Mother-in-law
Grandfather
Mother

Father

Mother

Father
Husband
Mother-in-law
Sister-in-law
Mother
Brother
Father-in-law
Father

Mother
Husband

Akahori, Jean

Uyetake, Kazuko
Domoto, Emiko
Isomoto, Sam

Isomoto, Sam
Kiyohara, Sasaichi
Takaki, Miyo

Kunitake, Saburo
Wada, Fred

Matayoshi, Takeo

Kerr, Gwendy

Kerr, Gwendy
Matsubayashi, Rev. Shushin
Yoshitomi, Roy Rentaro
Nakamura, Kimiko
Nakashita, Ben
Sakamoto, Janet

Oshita, Kiyoshi
Takashima, Bunshiro
Sato, Kaisouyemon
Sugimoto, Fujiye
Terakawa, Hiroji
Tomita, Natsu

Murata, Daisaku
Ushirogata, Mitsu

Usui, Otojiro

Usui, Kiyono

Ariyoshi, Matabei
Uyeno, Masato

Uyeno, Ren

Nishida, Masako Marsha
Nagaoka, Chiyono
Nagaoka, Dick

Yoneda, Sanji
Taniguchi, Mitsugi
Taniguchi, Yuriko
Yoshitomi, Roy Rentaro

Listed are donations handled by
the Regular Treasurer:

Special: donation received with
no specific reason given

Orei: donation for use of temple
facilities, equipment, etc.
Nokotsudo: donation by
families who have family
cremains in the Nokotsudo
(columbarium)

The Regular Treasurer is
required to send receipts for
donations of $250.00

and over. Receipts for all other
donations will not be sent unless
requested by the donor.

December 2014
Flower Donations

Ted & Tomi Akahori
Sumi Hayamizu
Kiyome Hirayama
Catherine Hisamune
Ikari & Wong Family
Emi Kamikawa
Chikako Kojima
Kimiyo Kunitake
Kazuo Matsubayashi
Misao Matsuda

Isamu Matsumura

Jean Minami

Yasu Nakawatase

Roy & Terry Nakawatase
Motoko Saneto
Shigeichi Shimabukuro
Mark & Reiko Sonday

12/7/2014Richard, & Masako Murakami In memory of Roy Otamura
Rev. & Mrs. Kakuye Tada Golden Wedding Celebration
12/11/2014 Yoko Horimoto Special
Yuri Nishisaka In memory of Ritsuko Nishisaka
Yuri Nishisaka In memory of Tsuta Sanada
T."Murata Special
12/14/2014 Duane Hirayama Nokotsudo
Misao Tomita Special
Toshiko Yamaguchi Nokotsudo
Misao Tomita 1st Cycle Memorial for John Tomita
Misao Tomita Nokotsudo
Haruo & Aiko Kanemoto Nakayama Service
Iris & Wilbur Takashima In memory of John Tomita
12/20/2014 Jessie Muramaru In memory of Tsuneo Muramaru
Masao Kodani In memory of Tsuneo Muramaru
Kubota Nikkei Mortuary Year End Donation
Miki Fujimoto In gratitude to Rev. Art Takemoto
Andrew Chandler Special
12/21/2014 John & Debbie Hiramoto Special
Katherine Otamura In memory of Roy Otamura
Kazuo Matsubayashi Nokotsudo
Kenneth Imaizumi 49th Day Service for Michiko Imaizumi
Katherine Otamura 49th Day Service for Roy Otamura
Kikuko Nishida In memory of John Nishida
Kiyoko Kanda 100th Day Memorial
for Mamoru Emery Kanda
Lynn Kanda & D. Gleeson 100th Day Memorial
for Mamoru Emery Kanda
12/27/2014 Hideo Sugita Special
Richard Nakawatase Special
Nancy Sekizawa Nokotsudo
Fusaye Muramaru & Family  In memory of Tsuneo Muramaru
Aihara & Associates Insurance Services
2014 Year End Donation
Anonymous Special
12/31/2014 Elso Kanagawa, David Kanagawa, Dennis & Celia Huey

Richard & Joyce Yamashita
Miyuki Ichinose

Elso Kanagawa & Celia Huey

Michael Yanagita
Dale Chan
Misao Matsuda
Randall Onishi
Randall Onishi

In memory of Tsuneo Muramaru
Special

49th Day Service for Michiko Imaizumi
Special

Special

In memory of Donald Chan

49th Day Service for Donald Chan

3rd Cycle Memorial for Masato Onishi
Nokotsudo



Religious Committee

The Senshin Nembutsu Spring Retreat
is set for February 14-15, 2015 at

the Palm Garden Hotel in Thousand
Oaks, with Rev. Tets Unno leading the
discussions. Information and registra-
tion forms are available at Temple on
Sundays, and also are available on our
website at www.senshintemple.org.

BWA

We gratefully actually acknowledge
the following dana:

Sumi Hayamizu, on the birth of her

Great Granddaughter

Special thanks to Chikako Kojima
and her daughter Noreen for donating
Noreen's precious Disney collectibles
to the BWA to sell. We are sure many
homes were brightened this year by
her collectibles and the BWA benefit-
ted from the substantial sales revenue.
Domo arigato gozaimasu!

We welcome all women to join the
BWA in 2015. If you are interested,
contact any BWA member. 2015 dues
are $10.

BWA 2015 Installation

ABA

Hello Everyone and Happy New
Year. The ABA is planning to have
a another great year so if you are not
a member please join us. Our mem-
bership is only $5.00 a year and if you
are a new member, we will give you a
special gift in appreciation of joining
our group. We had our installation
luncheon at the VEGAS Buffet in Tor-
rance and everyone had a great time
eating and eating and eating...yeah!
Under the guidance of our new
cabinet officers we hope to plan a very
exciting and fun year. Here is our 2015
new cabinet:

ABA 2015 Installation

President Chikako Kojima
Historian Joji Iriye
Treasury Cathy Ilyemura and
John Hiramoto
Religious Henry Matsumura and
John Hiramoto
Parking Satoshi Miyata
Special Event
The ABA meeting is held the first
Sunday of every month at 9:30am in
the kitchen or wherever we can meet.
So please join us for a fun and exciting
new year.

Senshin Board of Directors 2015 Installation

JrYBA

We would like to gratefully acknowl- . T ™
edge and thank Rev. Kodani for the ' i
generous
donation.

We
had per-
fect Mo-
chitsuki
weather
on De-
cember
20th.
The Jr’s
would
like to
extend a much deserved THANK
YOU! to John Hiramoto, Henry
Matsumura, Wilbur Takashima, Mrs.
Matsuda, and the many individuals
for their continued guidance and help.
It was another successful event to see
with so many members of the Sangha
and friends coming out to help.

The next Jr’s meeting will be on
February 1st at 9:20am before service.

JrYBA 2015 Installation

Sunday Schooy Teachers 2015 Installation :

UPDATES cont'd on page 10



SENSHIN-JI BUILDING FUND REPORT FEBRUARY 2015

Senshin-ji Building Fund February 2015 Update

We have made the decision to post-
pone the Social Hall remodeling start
date from January 5th to late July, fol-
lowing the completion of the Saishin
Dojo summer session. This determina-
tion was made with reluctance, but it
became a necessity due to the circum-
stances noted in last month’s article.
Because of the incorporation of a
complete re-roofing of the Social Hall
(prompted by parapet extensions and
installations), there was additional
design and construction time that was

expected to be tacked on to the project.

Taken together with the uncertainty
of a timely plan check and approval
process by the Building Department,
the penchant for the LADWP to
respond slowly to electricity upgrade
requests, the possibility of additional
time required for review of the kitchen
plans by the Health Department, and
other design/equipment issues, the
postponement was determined to be
our best option.

As mentioned previously, we
just could not take a chance that the
construction work would run into the
start of the Saishin Dojo summer ses-
sion. That program’s activities make
extensive use of the main hall and the
kitchen.

We apologize for this delay, but it
is in the best interest of the temple to
wait until late July to begin the work
on the Social Hall. We also thank you
for your patience and your ongoing
support for this project. We will con-
tinue to provide updates each month
as we proceed with the design/review/
approval/permitting process.

Gassho,
Wilbur Takashima

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN DECEMBER:

Asahi, Roy & Jane

Huey, Victor & Janice Nabara

Iriye, Kenny & Jojiye
Kitano, Gerald & Jane
Kunitake, Kimiyo
Minami, Jean
Miyamoto, Bob &
Nakatomi,Debra
Nagahashi, Akira family*
Oda, Cindy & Kenji*
Ogawa, Robyn & Ken*
Onishi, Mitsume Mitsie**
Saneto, Satomi

Sasaki, Janet & Norman*

Senshin BWA

Sonday, Mark & Reiko
Tada, Rev. Kakuyei & Tamiko
Terakawa, Alan K.

Tomita, Steve & Connie*
Uyeno, Kenny & Leyna*
Uyeno, Matsuko*

Waugh, Marsha & Doug*
Yamashita, Richard & Joyce
Yoneda, Kiyoko

Yoneda, Kiyoko*

Yoneda, Terry & Julie*
Yoshitomi, Hannah

* In memory of Nagao John Tomita
**In memory of Masato Onishi

SENSHIN-JI BUILDING FUND CHART FEBRUARY 2015

Senshin-ji Building Fund: Social Hall
Goal: $500,000 by April 30, 2015
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Senshin-ji Building Fund

1311 West 37th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007

Name(s)

Address

City

State Zip

Donation Amount: $

(Please make checks payable to: Senshin-ji Building Fund)

NOTE: In order to maintain compliance with IRS policy, whenever we receive a check in the
amount of $250.00 or more, we will send an acknowledgement letter to the donor for his/her
records. For amounts less than $250.00, your cancelled check will serve as a receipt for the
donation. However, if you wish to have a letter of receipt sent to you, regardless of the donation
amount, please let us know and we will be most happy to comply.
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Book Group

New titles, new authors and new
members are welcome. Contact Lilly
& Mike Yanagita (818) 956-1070,

email n7willow @gmail.com.

Facilities

The lamp fixtures at the top and bot-
tom of the outside staircase of the Ed-
ucation Building have been replaced
with new and much brighter ones. The
one at the top has a 150watt lamp and
the one at bottom has a 100watt lamp.
A cherry tree next to the Nokotsudo
that was infested with beetles has
been removed. For the Hondo, re-
placements were installed for a ceiling
light bulb, two outside perimeter light
bulbs, two outside light fixtures on

the Hondo south wall, and the light
timer behind the Onaijin that controls
the outside lighting around the Hon-
do. That’s a lot of ladder climbing!
Thanks go to Matsukawa-san, Har-
ry-san, Dougie-san!

Membership

It’s that time again. Temple member-
ship renewal notices will be coming
soon. Look for them in March.

Social Media

n SenshinBuddhistTemple

-
’(j @senshinji
@ @senshinji

Taitetsu-Sensei
Memorial Service

The memorial service for the Rev. Dr.
Taitetsu Unno was held at our temple
on Sunday, January 11. Taitetsu-sen-
sei was our minister from 1959 to
1962. About 150 people attended the
service from our temple and other

BCA temples in Southern California.
The Oshoko representatives were from
universities, Zen temples in L.A area.
Mrs. Alice Unno and her son, Rev.

Dr. Mark Unno came to the service
from Eugene, Oregon. Taitetsu-sen-
sei’s brother Tets-sensei’s family and
sister Yoko-san’s family also attended
the service. At the end of the service,
Mark-sensei gave a message as Shaji,
words of appreciation to the attendees.
The following day, Mark-sensei wrote
to us to express his gratitude for us. He
wrote, “Thank you for the wonderful
memorial service in my father's honor.
It was truly a beautiful ceremony. This
was a special opportunity to reconnect
with all of our Dharma friends, and it
was a deeply heartwarming experience
for my mother and myself. We also
greatly appreciate the attendance by all
of the ministers and daihyo oshoko and
their warm and generous participation.
With deepest gratitude.”

Japan Trip 2015

We are planning a temple Japan trip
from the end of October to the begin-
ning of November in 2015. We are still
in the process of making plans; how-
ever, four or five people are already in-
terested in joining the tour. We plan to
visit Shinran Shonin’s historical sites,
such as Kyoto, Niigata, Ibaraki
and the Tokyo area. We will also
visit Hiroshima, Kyushu, and
possibly Okinawa. The tour will
be ten days to two weeks. We’ll
keep you posted, and if you are
interested in joining us, please
contact the temple.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

9:30a Japanese Study Class 7p Kangaku Naito, Gojidan: 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara 9:30a Exercise Class

10a Monthly Memorial Service / Shotsuki Hoyo Q and A session on Shinjin Gagaku 7:30p Temple Bd Mtg

11a Study Class / Kids' Club 8p Kinnara Taiko

BWA Reikai (following Study Class)

8 Scout Sunday 9 10 11 12 13 14 Nembutsu Retreat
9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara 9:30a Exercise Class Feb 14/ 15:

10a Nehan-ye (Nirvana Day Service): Bugaku 8p Kinnara Taiko Nembutsu Retreat; Palm
Rev. Masao Kodani, BCA Minister Emeritus Garden Hotel, Thousand Oaks,
11a Study Class / Dharma School Rev. Tetsuo Unno
12noon BWA Shinnenkai (New Year Party)

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara 9:30a Exercise Class

10a Family Service Gagaku 8p Kinnara Taiko

11a Study Class / Kids' Club

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:30a Japanese Study Class 9:30a Exercise Class 7:30p Kinnara 9:30a Exercise Class

10a Family Service Bugaku 8p Kinnara Taiko

11a Study Class / Dharma School

Feb 25 — March 1 BCA National Ministers’ Meeting & National Council

Meeting in San Diego

FEBRUARY TOBAN

Sunday Service B\W A

Hondo Toban Kelvin Nishikawa, Neil Komai,
JoAnn Komai, Greg Yee

February Onaijin Flower Toban

Feb7  Robert Hori, Adam Samson

Feb 14 Suzanne Toji, Joji Iriye

Feb 21 Karen Ishizuka, Bob Nakamura,
Feb 28 Paige Morikawa, Denise Takehara

Upcoming in March All classes subject to change
March 8 Daylight Savings Begins without notice.

March 21 Spring Higan Seminar: Please call a group member to
Rev. Yuki Sugahara confirm meeting/rehearsal.

March 22 Spring Higan Service
March 29 BWA Fundraiser



